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ADVESTISEUGST. 



Eepeated reqoests havingbeen made for 
the publication of our views on Scriptnre 
doctrine, the subject was taken np by the 
General Conference in 1832, and, aftef care- 
fully considering tbe pressing calls for such 
a work, and offering prayer to God for di- 
rection, the following conclnsion was made : 

" Agreed, that the exigency of the times 
renders it necessary that we pnWish a Trea- 
tise, embracing all the leading points of the 
doctrine and practice of ihe Free-will Bap- 
tists, giving our scriptural reasons therefor, 
also our reasons for taking the Holy Scrip- 
tures as our only rule of faith and practice " 

A comniittee was then appointed to wiite 
a Treatise, and directions were given that 
the Pnblishing Committee examine the work 
when written, and present it to the next Gen- 
eral Conference, with their report cn the 
samc. Äccordingly a draft was made and 
presented. thongh not sufficiently prepared 
for the' press. Whereupon, the following 
measure was taken : 

" Agreed, 1. That this Conference, having 
hec»d the Treatise teaü Wr&tü timäs, aud 
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having carefuUy considered it, approve of the 
sentiments therein contained, in connection 
■with certa'm araendments, and that we now 
commit the Treatise and the amendments to 
the Publishing Committee and Book Agent, 
•with instractions to revise and abridge the 
same, as they may think proper, without 
changing the sentiments. 2. That a com- 
mittee of five be raised, whose duty it shall 
be, -when notified by the Publishing Commit- 
tee, to sit with them and examine the work, 
give itanother revision, if necessary, andcer- 
tify that the sentiments contained in the 
Treatise and amendments have been retain- 
ed by the Publishing Committee. 3. That 
Elders John Buzzell, Henry Hobbs, Enoch 
Place, Joseph White, and Hosea Qdnby be 
the above committee." 



This certifies, that we have attended to the 
duty assigned us by the General Conference 
in revising the following work. We regret 
that our ability and circumstances have not 
permitted ns to bestow upon it the labor that 
the importance of the subject demands. A 
more critical revision would increase its val- 
iie ; but as we are «nable to bestow further 
attention to it we submit it for publication ; 
earnestly praying that our Heavenly Father 
will be pleased to xnake it a folessing to oar 
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churches, and to thonsands wLo are inquir- 
ing after truth. 
SAMUEL B. DYEE, 1 Publishing 
ARTHUR' CAVERNO* i Commitlee 
SILAS CÜRTIS, }- chosen hy the 

WM.BURR, I Gen.Conference 

DANIELP.CILLEY, J tra 1833. 
DAVID MARKS, Book Agent. 

Dover, N. H., April 23, 1834. 

This certifies that we have examined the 
followinoj Treatise, as rerised by the Pub- 
lishing Committee, carefuUy compared it 
with the original mannscript, and given it 
what furtlier revision our ability and circum- 
stances would admit. The sentiments, read 
and approved by the General Conference, 
have been, in cor fopinion, scrnpulously re- 
tained in the revision. 
JOHNBUZZELL, 



HENRY HOBBS, 
ENOCH PLACE, 



Committee chosen 
by Gen. Conference 
to exaviine the 



JOSEPH WHITE, I revised MS. ofthe 
HOSEA QUINBY, J folhwing loork. 
Dover, N. H., April 23, 1834. 

* Since the above Committee was chosen, 
brother Samuel Beedb has deceased, aiid Eid. 
A. Caverno has been elected to All the vacancy. 
See the Minutes of the 7th General Conference— 
page 14. 



INTRODÜCTION. 



1. Eise of the Free-will Baptists. 
In the year 1770, Benjamin R^ndauc-, . 
who, under God, was the founder of the 
Free-will Baptist denomination, was con- 
verted through the instrumentality of 
George Whitefield. In 1776, he was bap- 
tized by Eid. Wm. Hooper, of Madbury, 
and united with the Baptist denomination. 
At this time divisions respecting doctrine 
were little known among the Baptists in 
New England. Randali, however, held 
to general sentiments ; nor was he at 
lirst awate that he difieied from bis hreth- 
ren, as discussions upon this subject were 
not then frequent. He feit a serious con- 
viction of duty to corne forward.as a 
preacher of the gospel, and soon after com- 
menced his public lahors. Shortly after 
this, a difierence of sentiment was per- 
ceived among the preachers, and Randall 
was puhlicly called to an account, because 
he did not preach Calvinian election, but 
freesalvation. As the brethren came to ex- 
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amine these points, a division was mani- 
fest ; for some found themselves in fel- 
lowship with the doctrine of uncondition- 
al election and lepiobation, while others 
thought it erroneous. Hence, they took 
different positions, according to their 
views. Randall joined a church in Bar- 
rington that held general sentiments ; 
and, in 1780, was ordained an evangelist. 
In the sarae year he gathered a church in 
New Durham, New Hampshire. As 
Randall held to the freedom of the will, 
and that all men may be regenerated in 
this life and fitted for heaven, through 
improving the means of grace which God 
has bestowed upon them, he and his ad- 
herents were by their opponents, re- 
proachfully called Freewülers. Hence 
this church received the distinctive title, 
Free-ioill Baptist. They took the Bible 
as their only xule of faith and practice ; 
and Eider Randall was selected to write a 
summary of the doctrine contained in the 
v^ Scriptures. Accoidingly, hejjTote^thir- 
Jeenarticles""än2Ia covenänt,'"which the 
memFers&niie church all signed. These 
articles, however, were afterwards laid 
aside. The church held a Conference once 
a month, which was called a monthly 
meeting. As their number increased, it 
was Boon found impracticable for all to 
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meet at one place, and other monthly 
meetings were established. They also 
held a general meeting once in three 
months, which was called a quarterly 
meeting. The vine shortly extended to 
olher towns and states, and other quarter- 
ly meetings were held. At length, year- 
ly meetings were organized by a delega- 
lion from the quarterly meetings ; and in 
1827 the General Conference was in- 
stituted by a delegation from the sever- 
al yearly meetings. In this Conference, 
twenty-five yearly meetings are associat- 
ed. There are now [1854] in connexion, 
129 quarterly meetings, comprising 1146 
churches, 916 ordained preachers, 153 
licentiates, and 49,274 members. 

2. The Scriptures cur only rule of 
FAiTH AND PRACTicE. The Holy Scrip- 
tures are the writings of the Old and New 
Testaments.! The apostle says, 2 Tim. 
3: 16, 17, " All Scripture is given by 
Inspiration of God ; — that the man of 



fit should not be iinderstood, Ihat all those 
■whose words are recorded in Scripture were di- 
vinely inspired ; for the ßible contains tlie words 
of wicked men and devils; but tliat tlie authors 
of tliesacred books were inspired to. wriie what 
they liave recorded, all of which is designed for 
cur iustruction. That the Scripturea are autben- 
tic and given by inspiration, may be clearly prov- 
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God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all goodworks." Consequenlly, the 

ed, independently from their own testiranny. The 
following arguments respect the New Testament, 
and these, or similar oncs, might also be applied to 
the Old Testament. 

1. The Scriptures were writtcn at the ag-e they 
purport. Their style bears the impress of that 
ag;e. Shortly after the time in ■which they pur- 
port to have been writlen, they were collected. 
translated into diiTerent lunguages, and read in 
different countries. They have been quoted, or 
referred to, by « connected series ot" writers, both 
inddel and Christian, beginning wiih the cotem- 
poraries of the repuied »uthors, and extending to 
the present day, No Scripture, purporting to be 
the New Testament, and to have been writlen at 
any oiher tinie, has been quoted or refer/ed xo by 
any other writer. Therefore, the evideuce is clesr, 
that the books ofihe New Testament were writ- 
ten neither anterior nor posterior to the time they 
pretend to have been wrilten. 

2. The books of the New Testament were ivrit- 
ten hij the authors u-ho<e vames ihey bear. They 
cannot be the production of one man, as they are 
so different In style and give relations of ihe same 
facts with such slighl variations, (not contradic- 
tions.) as might be expected from different be- 
holders, giving their relation sepurately, ot differ- 
ent times, and under various circumstances. — 
The cotemporaries of the aposlles, whose wri- 
lings are now extant, and the oarly writers, boih 
Christian and infidel, ascribe these Scriptures to 
the authors whose names they bear. If they are 
not authentic, some others of the same age and 
existing under similar circumstances, must have 
been their auihors. But it is mncli lefs credible 
that any other persnns v^rrote the Scriptnres, than 
those who are repuied to have written them; and 
even if they had, tbe Imposition would have been 
exposed, and tliose to -whooi they .were sent 
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Scriptures have thehighestauthority over 
man, so far as they reveal the will of God 

Awould have rejected thetn, especially as their re- 
ception was the source of great trouble. 

3. Those authors \vere virtuous men and gave a 
truc account, Hod they been vicious men, they 
conld not, at this corrupt age, have conceived of 
so hiub a Standard of morality ; and, even if they 
coiild, it is incredible to suppose that tUey would 
have intruded lipon their owii criminal indulgen- 
ces, by Publishing it to the world. A wicked nifln 
■would not be likely to pablish a lie, whtL-h hecould 
not expect lo advance his inlerest, ease, or reputa- 
tion. lUit instead of haviuff the prospect of tiiis, 
those who caine out so niurh ut variance with liie 
prevailing customs of the times, »s did the authors 
ofihe Srriptures, exposed themselves to infamy 
aiid suffering. The Scriptures are not the pro- 
duction of des'gning priests, or aspiring poliii- 
ciuiis, a-s they ara in direct Opposition to tlie iiiter- 
csts of , such men. Then, of necessity, thf ir 
authors inust have been honest men. If they were 
honest, they would relate only what they knew to 
be the Iruth. Another argmnent in favor of their 
sinceriiy, is, that they franlily relate their own 
fuults and errors, and do not conceal from the 
World an honest avowal of the crosses, ditüculiies, 
and troubles, connected with embracing their new 
religion. 

4. Those writer.i had the means ofknowing the 
truth of what they related, so that they could not 
be mislaken. Take one circumstance for an exam- 
ple. Their Master ruised a deud man, Lüzarus. — 
Jlad he designed to impnse upon their credulity, 
he could not in that case ; for this man was raised 
after he had been dead four days; he lived somo 
tinie afterwards and was seen by enemies as well 
as friendä. Another relation which they gave, 
was, that their Leader at one time fed live thou- 
saad inen, and at another eeven thousand, besides all 
the wnmea and children present, with a very 



12 IMTRODUCTION. 

concerning his duty , and should be known , 
believed, and obeyed, withoiit addition, 
dedijction, or alteration. If they are able 
to make one wise unto salvation, perfect, 
and thoroughly furnished unto all good 
■works, they reveal the will of God suf- 
liciently to direct us in all important dix- 
ties, and should be held by every Chris- 
tian as his only infallible rule of faith and 
practice. Randall, on giving the Scrip- 
tiires a critical examination, became con- 
vinced that erroneous constructions had 
been put upon certain portions of tbem by 
the difFerent denominations. Hence, he 
and his associates, from a sense of duty, 
took a stand by themselves, and publicly 
advocated iheir doctrine. As other de- 
nominations receive the Scriptures as the 
foundation of tlieir belief, it is asked, 
' Does the Bible contain different Systems 
of doctrine? If not, where is tho line of 
distinetion between the Free-will Bap- 
tists and others?' Answer. The Bible 
contains one, and only one, systeraof doc- 

siühII Portion of food ; and tliat, after they had .all 
satislied their hunger, raorefood was lakeii up in 
fra!;ments than ihere was at flrst. This case offered 
HO opportuuity for deception, there being so many, 
both foes and frienüs, who ate. 

Then we have to a moral certainty, proved by ar- 
guments but little short of mathematical demon- 
ätration, that the Scriptures are'autheatic, genuine, 
and a divina ravelation. 
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trine ; and this, if rightly understood, is 
perfectley harraonious. The line of dis- 
tinction is not in the Bible, but in the dif- 
ferent constructions put upon it by men. 

3. Reasons for Publishing the fol- 
LowiNG WORK. 1. As oür Connexion 
has become so extensive that all cannot 
meet and confer together on doctrine as 
formerly, some are at a loss to know how 
the body understand certain portions of 
the Bible. Persons frequently join us 
who have not been educated in our senti- 
ments, and who, in some xespects, are 
still influenced by their formex opinions. 
The consequence is, that, for want of 
proper Information, some hold and teach. 
sentiments differing from those of the 
body ; whereas, the Bible requires us all 
to " speak the same thing." 2. Certain 
individuals, when called to accountfor not 
being sound in the faith, have taken occa- 
sion to evade, saying, " The Free-will 
Baptists have not published their doctrine ; 
but they take the Scriptures as their 
only rule of faith and practice. These 
I take ; and I have as good a right to my 
construction, as you have to yours ; there- 
fore you have no authority to call me to 
an account ; but I might as well call you 
to Order for dijSeridg from me, as you re- 
piove me for diiTexing from you." 3. In 
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some instances, personscallingthemselves 
Free-will Baptists liave gone into places 
where \ve are little known, preached false 
doctrines, and prejudiced the public mind 
against us ; so that, on visiting Ihose pla- 
ces, our preachers, for want of a suitäble 
publicatipn on doctrine, have found it dif- 
ficult to convince the people that they had 
been imposed upon. 4. Many persons, 
on a partial acquaintance, aie favorably 
disposed toward us, and wish to know our 
senliments in general, that they may be 
enabled to determine whether they can 
unite with us. It does not satisly such 
inquirers, if we say , ' We believe the doc- 
trine of the Bible ; and if you believe 
that, we are in unison.' In return, they 
say, ' Universalists, Unitarians, &c., pre- 
tend that tliey hold to the doctrine of the 
Bible— do you believe as they do V We 
must answer, ' No. We believe that 
they construe certain portions of the 
Scriptures erroneously,' The inquirers 
still ask, ' And how do you construe 
them V If this query, which is made by 
thousands, be answered, something must 
be written. 5. A suitäble Treatise, show- 
ing our faith, may be instrumental of 
gathering into our Connexion many inde- 
pendent societies, and many individuals, 
who believe as we 'do, but who, äs yet, 
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haVe little knowledge of our sentiments. 
It may also serve as an additional means 
of spreading the trulh wliere our preach- 
ers have been able to labor but little. For 
ihese xeasons, the Conference thought 
it necessary that we publish our under- 
standing of the Scriptures. 

It may be objected, that, by this publi- 
cation, a stand is taken different from that 
at first maintained by the Free-will Bap- 
tists. We answer, it has ever been the 
labor of our brethren to proclaim our 
faith. A conlrary course would be to 
light a candle and place it under a busJiel. 
Our doctrine has been published, more or 
less, in every extempore sermon delivered 
b}; our preachers ; also, in printed ser- 
mons, magazines, and other periodicals. 
In this publication, we only do in a con- 
nected form, "what our fathers in the 
church have often done in detached and 
various forms. It is by no means de- 
signed to form a new creed for our breth- 
ren ; our creed was formed eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. But this Treatise is 
designed to show our views as a denomi- 
nation. It may also leadto a better un- 
derstanding of the Bible. We claim no 
power to bind the consciences of men, or 
to say that any man shall believe as we 
do. Still, it is not expected that any 
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will be admitted to church fellowship, 
whose understanding of the Scriptures 
varies, essentially, from ours. Nor is it 
expected that any broflier among us will 
labor to propagate sentiments contrary 
to the general views of the body. This 
would make divisions contrary to the law 
of Christ. 



TEEATISE. 



CHAPTER I. 

Being and Attributes of Chd, ' 

The Scriptures teach that there is 
only one true and living God,(a) who 
is a Spirit,(6) self-existent,(c) eter- 

(a) I Cor. 8:4. There is none other God 
bat one. Jer. 10:10. Sat the Lord is the 
trae God, he is the living God. 1 John 7: 
28. 2 Cor. 1:18. 1 John 5:20. Niun. 13:19. 

(6) John 4:24. God is a Spirit. 2 Cor. 
3:17. 

(c) Ex. 3:14. And God said nnto Moses,! 

AM THAT I AM. Ps. 83:18. John 5:26. 

Ex. 6:3. Bev. 1:4. Jehovah signifies, <' jF2« 

that exists of hiinsdf." - l-< 

2 ' 
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ndi\,{d) immutable,(e) ommpresent,(/) 
omniscient, (g) omnipotent, ( Ä ) in- 
dependent,(z) good,(y) •wise,(Ä) ho- 

(d) Ps. 90:2. Frora everlasting to everlast- 
ing, thou art God. Deut. 33:27. 1 Tim. 1:17. 
Rom. 1.20. . Isa. 57:15. Jer. 10:10. 

(e) Mal. 3:6. Por I am the Lord, I change 
not. James 1:17. Nnm. 23:19. 

(/) 1 Kings 8:27, Bat will God indecd 
dwell en the earthl Behold, the heaven, and 
heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee. Jer. 
23:24. 2 Chron. 2:6. Acts 17:14. Isa. 57:15. 
Ps. 139:7—12. 

(g) Acts 15:18. Known unto God are all 
bis works from the beginning of the world. 
1 Tim. 1:17. Ps. 94:9, 10. 1 Chron. 28:9. 
Job. 42;2. Acts 1:24. 1 John 3:26. 

(A) Rev. 19:6. The Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. Matt. 19:26. Mark. 10:27. 14:36. 
Luke 18:27. Job 42:2. Ps. 135:6. 

(i)Eph. 4:6. One God and Pather of all, 
who is above all, and through all, and in yon 
all. Isa. 40:13—15. Rom. 11:33—36. Job 
9:12. .41:11. Dan. 4:35. 

(j) Ps. 119:68. Thou art good, and doest 
good. Ps.25:8. 86:5. 100:5. Ex. 9:27. 

, [h) Rom. 16:27. To God only wise, be 
gWy throDgh Jesus Christ forever. Amen. 
Wim 1:17. Jade 25. Dan. 2:20. 
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ly,(Z) just,(OT) and inerciful;(w) the 
Creator, (o) Preserver,(p) and Gov- 
ernor,(5') of tlie universe; the ße- 
deemer,(r) Savior,(s) Sanctifier,(i) 

(Z) Lev. 19:2. I the Lord your God am 
holy. Lev. 21:8. 11:44, 45. Job 6:10. Ps. 
71:22. Isa. 1:4. 43:3. 

(m) Ps. 119:137. Righteoos art thou, Ö 
Lord, and npright are thy judgments. Deut. 
32:4. Just and right is he. Ps. 92:15. Zeph. 
3:5. 

(n) Eph. 2:4, 5. God who is rieh in mercy. 
Ps. 100:5. 103:8. Ex. 34:6. Neh. 9:17. 

(o) Gen. 1:1. In the beginning God creat- 
ted the heaven and the earth. Gen. 2:5, 7. 
Col. 1:16, Heb. 11:3. Ps. 33:6, 9. Ex. 20:11. 

(p) Neh. 9:6. Thon, even thou, art Lord 
alone ; thou hast made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth, and 
all things that are therein, ihe seas, and all 
that is therein, and thou preservest them all. 
Heb. 1:3. Col. 1:17. Job 7:20. 

(7) Ps. 47:7. God is the King of all the 
earth. 2 Chron. 20:6. Ps. 95:3. 

(r) Isa. 47:4 As for our Redeemer, the 
Lord of Hosts is his name. Isa. 41:14. 59: 
20. Prov. 23:11. Ps. 78:35. Jer. 50:34. 

(s) Isa. 45:21. Therc is no God eise he- 
sidesme; a just God, andaSavior; there 
is none besides me. Isa. 43:3, 11.45:15,21. 
49:26. 60:16. Hos. 13:4. John 4:42. 

{t) Es. 31:13. I am the Lord that doth 
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and Judge(tt) of men ; and the 
only proper object of Divine wor- 
ship.(u) 



sanctify you, 1 Thess. 5:23. Ezra 37:28. Heb. 
13:12. Jude 1. 

(u) Heb. 12:22, 23. Ye are come— to God 
the Judge of all. Gen. 18:25, Ps. 50:6. 2 
Tim. 4:8. 

(u) Ex 34:14. Thou shalt worship no oth- 
er god ; for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, 
is a jealous God. Matt. 4:10. Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve. Ex. 34:14. Kev. 19:10. 22: 
8,9. 

Beuases. On surveying the world and 
its appendages, the proof of God's existence 
is strongly exhibited. The order of the plan- 
etary hos:s, and the System of organized mat- 
ter, assuming forms adapted to certain ends, 
manifestly show that there mnst be a con- 
triver. This contriver must, of necessity, be 
self-existent ; and, consequently, eternal. He 
is Almighty, or he could not prodace and 
snstain the tiniverse; and All-wise, or he 
could not have introdaced a System of such 
harmony and beauty. This kind of reason- 
ing, "which some have termed proving the ex- 
istence of God from the light of natnre, is ac- 
knowledged by revelation. " Eor the invis- 
ible things of him from the creation of the 
world are clearly Seen, being nnderstoodby 
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The mode of his existence, howev- 
er, is a subject far above the under- 
standing of inan.(«;) Finite beings 
cannot comprehend him.(a:) There is 
nothing in the universe that can justly 
represent him, for there is none like 
him.(ff) Such is the character of God. 
He is the fountain of all perfection and 
happiness. He is glorified by the whole 
inanimate creation, and is worthy to be 
loved and served by all intelligences.(«) 

the things that are made, even his eternal 
power and God-head ; so that they are with- 
out excuse." Rom. 1:20. Hence those wbo 
have not the Bible nor the preached gospel 
are inexcasable if they do not believe and 
■worship God. 

(w) Job 11:7. Canst thou by searching 
find ont God ? Isa. 40:28. 

(x) Isa. 40:25. To whom then will ye liken 
me? Born. 11:33. 

C^) Ex. 9:14. There is none like me in all 
the earth. Ex. 3:14. 1 Chron. 17:20. 

(2) Ps. 19:1,2. The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament showeth 
his handy-work. Day nnto day nttereth 
Speech, and night unto night showeth knowl- 
edge. Ps. 150:6. Let every thing that hath 
breath praise the LORD. Ps. 145:10. AU 
thy works shall praise thee. 
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CHAPTEK II. 

Greation, Primitive State of Man, and 
Ms ^all. 



SECTION I. — CEEATION. 

1. Ofthe World. God created the 
World and all things that it contains, 
for his own pleasure and glory, and the 
enjoyment of his creatures.(o) 

2. Of the angels. The angels were 
created by God(6) to glorify him,(c) 
and obey his commandments. ( ^ ) 

(a) Rev. 4:1 1 . Thou hast created all things, 
and for thy pleasare they are, and were creat- 
ed. Isa. 43:7. I have created him for my 
glory. 1 Tim. 6:17. The living God, who 
giveth US richly all things to enjoy. 

(ö) Col. 1:16. For by him were all things 
created that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible. 

(c) Rev. 7:11. And all the angels stood 
round about, — and feil before the throne on 
their faces and worshipped God. 

(d) Ps. 103:20. Bless the Lord, ye his an- 
geb, — that do his commandments. 
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Those who have kept their first estate,* 
he employs in ministering blessings 
to the heirs of salvation,(e) and in ex- 
ecuting his judgments upon the 
World. (./) 

3i Ofman. God created man, con- 
sisting of a coporeal body and a think- 
ing, rational soul.(5') He was made 
in the similitude of God to glorify his 
Maker.(Ä) 

(e) Heb. 1:14. Are they not all ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them. who 
sball be heirs of salvation. Dan. 6:22. 

(/) 2 Sam. 24:16. The angel stretched out 
his band npon Jerusalem to destroy it. Bev. 
16:1. 

(g) Gen. 2:7. And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the bMath of life ; and man 
beeame a living soul. Matt. 2:11. 

(h) Gen. 1:27. So God created man in his 
own Image ; in the Image of God created he 
bim. 1 Cor. 11:7. Man — is the Image and 
glory of God. 

* Jude 6. And the angcls which kept not 
their first estate, but left their own hablta- 
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness, nnto the judgment of the 
great day. 
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SECXION H. — ^PRIMITIVE STATE OF 
MAN AND HIS FALL. 

Our first parents, in their original 

State of probation, were perfectly right- 
eous : they naturally preferred and de- 
sired to obey their Creator, and had 
HO preference or desire to transgress 

bis will, (a) tili they were deceived, in- 

elined, and influenced by the tempter, 
Ca) !Eccl. 7:29. Grod hath made man^ np- 

rignt. Gen. 1:27. God created man in bis 

own image. !Eph. 4:24. Col. 3:10. 

- Bemabkb. Tbis image cannot be tbe body 

of man, as God has no definable confignration 

witb wbicb it can be compared. Bat it can 

be traced, 1. In his intellectual poioers. God 

is an intelligent, indiyisible, immaterial, and 
self-directiDg existent, wbo possesses a will, 
jadgment and memory. In these respects, 
the sonl of man was made in the image of 
God. The sonl is intelligent^ or capable of 
receiving and imparting knowledge ; indivis- 
ible^ or not capable of being separated into 
parts ; and immaterial, or not composed of 
matter. It is a self-directing existence, as it 
has the power of determining how to act 
when different motives are placed before it. 
It also has the power of originating motives. 
Hence man is a free, moral agent ; and ac- 

conntable to bis Makef as such. He possess- 
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to disobey God's commands. Previous- 
ly to this, the only tendency of their 
nature was to do righteousness. In 
' consequence of the first transgression, 
the State of trial, under which the pos- 

terity of Adam come into the world, 

is SO far diflferent from that of Adam, 

that they have not that righteousness 
and purity which Adam had by crea- 
tion ; are not naturally willing to obey ^ 
Grod, but prefer to disobey him, and 
are naturally inclined to evil rather 

es a will, memory and judgment. God can 
exist independentlj- of matter, so can the 
soul of man. Matt. 10:28. 25:46. 22:32. 2. 

In his moraZ qxialities. His intellectual pow- 

ers and bis passions were daly tempered, so 

that they were free from every thing improp- 

er, low, base, mean, or sinful. This Image 

consists in knowIedge,righteoasness, and trae 

holiness. Eph. 4:24. Col. 3:10. rrom this 

itmay he inferred, that man in his primitive 
State was wise in his mind, holy in h is heart, 
and righteons in his actions. Man, ^hus cre- 
ated, was placed in a State of probation, un- 
der a law, which he was reqnired to keep. 
Gen. 2:16 17. As he was a free moral agent, 
he had ability to keep the. law and live, or 
disobey and saffer its penalties. 
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than goo_d.(5) Hence, none, by virtue 
of any natural goodness, can become 
the holy children of God :(c) but tbey 
are all dependent for salvation upon.' 
the redemption effected through the 
blood of Christ, and upon being crea- 
ted anew unto holiness through the op- 

(ö) Ps. 51:5. Behold I was shapea in ini- 
quity ; and in sin did my motner conceive 
me. Job 14:4. Who can bring a clean thing 
oatofanunclean? notone. Job 15:14. What 
is man, that he should be clean 1 and he 
which is born of a woman, that he should be 
righteous? John 3:6. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit. Ps. 58:3. The wicked 
are estranged from the womb ; they go astray 
as soon as they be born, speaking lies. Gen. 
8:21, For the imagination of man's heart is 
evil from bis youth. Born. 5:12 — 19. Where- 
fore, as by one man, sin entered into the 
World, and death by sin ; and so death passed 
npon all men, for that all have sinned. For 
as by one man's disobedience many were 
made sinners. Eccl. 7:20. Prov. 22:15. Isa. 
48:8. Rom. 8:7. Gen. 6:5. 

(c) John 6:44. No man can come tinto me, 
except the Pather, which hath sent me, draw 
Mm. I Cor. 2:14. The natural man receiv- 

eth not the things of the Spirit of God ; for 
they are foolisbness unto bim : neither can 
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eration of the Spirit ;(d) both of which 
are freely provided for every descend- 
ant of Adam.(e) 



CHAPTER in. 

Of Christ. 

SECTION I. 

The Son of God possesses all Di- 

vine perfections. As he and the Fa- 

ther are one, he, in his Divine charac- 

ter, performed all the ofl&ces and works 

heknowthera. Jer. 17:9. The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately wick- 
ed: who canknowit? Eom. 3:9— 23. 8:8. 
John 15:5. Eph. 2.9. 2 Tim, 1:9. 

(d) Rom. 5:18. As by the offence of one, 
judgment came npon all men to condemna- 
tion ; even so by the righteonsness of one, the 
free gift came upon all men unto justification 
of life. Col. 1:14. In whom we have re- 
demption throngh his blood, evea the for- 
giveness of sin. John 3:3. Except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. Heb. 12:14. Without holinesss, no man 
shall see the Lord. 2 Cor. 5:10. Titas 3:5. 

(e) See Ätonement. 
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of God to his creatures, that have been 
the subjects of revelation to us. As 
man, he performed all the duties to- 
ward God that we are required to per- 
form, the repentance of sin and from 
dead works excepted. 

His Divine perfections are proved 
from his titles, his attributes, and his 
works. 

1. His titles. The Bible ascribes 
to Christ the titles of Savior,(a) Jeho- 

(a)Isa. 45:21,22. There is no God eise 
besides me ; a just God, and a Savior : there 
is none besides me. Look unto me, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am 
God, and there is none eise. Hos. 13:4. I 
am the Lord thy God — and thou shalt know 
no God bat me : for there is no Savior be- 
sides me. Isa. 43:10, 11. Before me there 
was no Grod formed, neither shall there be af- 
ter me. I, evea I, am the Lord ; and besides 
me there is no Savior. That there is no Sa- 
vior but Jebovah, is evident from the texts 
just quoted. From the foUowing, it is equally 
evident that Girist is that Savior, and of 
conrse possesses the highest Divine perfec- 
tions : Now we believe, not beeanse of thy 
saying ; for we have heard him ourselves, and 
know that this is indeed the Christ, the Sa- 



OP THB FBEE-WILi BAPHSTS. 2& 

xah,(b) Lord of Hosts,(e) the First 

vior of the world. John 4:42. See also Acts 
4:12. .5:31. Eph. 5:23. Phil. 3:20. 2 Tim. 1: 
10. Titus 1:4. 2:13. 3:6. 2 Pet. 1:11. 

(b) Isa. 40:3. The voice of him that crieth 
in the wildemess, Prepare ye the waj of the 
LOKD, [Jehovah,] make straight in the des- 
ert a highway for cur God. Luke 1:76. And 
thou, child, — shalt go before the face of the 
Lord, to prepare his ways. Compare Ps. 68; 
17, 18, with Eph. 4:7, 8. Jer. 23:6, and 1 
Cor. 1:30. — Isa. 42:8. See also Eev. 1:8. — 
Compare Joel 2:32 with Eom. 10:3 — 13 ; alsa 
Ex. 6:3, and Gen. 17:1, with Ex. 3:2, 4. Isa. 
63:9. Mal. 3:1, and Eom. 10:4 — 9. Lord, in 
the Old Testament, when it occurs in small 
capifals, signifies JEHOVAH. This is God's 
incommanicable name, and he has declared, 
(Isa. 48:8,) that he will not give his glory to 
another. Ps. 83:18. Whose name alonb is 
Jehovah. 

(c) Isa. 8:13, 14. Sanctify the Lord of 
hosts himself ; and let him be yoor fear, and 
let him be your dread. And he shall be for 
a sanctaary ; bat for a stone of stumbling, 
and for a rock of offence, to both the houses 
of Israel. This passage is applied to Christ, 
I Pet. 2:4 — 6. To whom Coming, as unto 
a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but 
chosen of Grod, and precious, — Wherefore al- 
so it is contained in the Scripture, Behold, I 
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and the Last, (cZ) God,(e) true God,(/) 

lay in Sion a chief corner stone. See also 
Eph. 2:20—2. Matt. 21:22. Compare also 
Isa. 6:5, with John 12:41- Then said I, wo 
is me ! — Ibr mine eycs have secn the King, the 
Lord of hosts. These things said Esaias, 
•when he saw his [Christ's] glory, and spake 
of him. Ps. 24:7—10. 

(d) Eev. 22:13. I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last. Compare Eev. 1:8 with Isa. 44:6. I 
am the first, and the last; and besides me 
there is no God. Eev. 1:11. 21:6. 22:13. 

(e) 1 Tim. 3:16. God was manifest in the 
flesh. Acts 20:28. Eeed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own hlood. 
1 John 3:16. Hereby perceive we the love of 
God, because he laid down his life for us. 
Jude 25. To the only wise God our Savior, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power. 
John 1:1. And the Word was God. John 20: 
28, 29. And Thomas answered and said un- 
to him, My Lord, and my God. Jesus saith 
unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen 
rae, thou hast believed: blessed are they 
that have not seen, and yet have believed. 
Heb. 1:8. But unto the Son, he saith, thy 
throne, God, is forever and ever, &c. Col. 
2:9. Tit. 2:10. Heb. 3:4. 

{/) l John 5:20. We are in him that is 
true, even in his Son Jesus Chritt. This i g 
the trae God and eternal life. Jerf 10:10, 11 . 
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great God,(5') God overall,(/«) Mighty 
God, and the everlasting Father.0 
2. His attributes. He is eternal,(j') 

(jr) Titus 2:13. Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Savior Jesus Christ. The 
Scriptures do not teach that the Faiher will 
appear to judge the world ; but that this will 
he the work of Christ. See Eev. 22:12. 2 
Thess. 1:7—10. 2 Tim. 4:1. 

(A) Kom. 9:5. Of whom, as concemingthe 
flesh, Christ came, who is ' over all, God 
blessed forever. Amen. 

(i) Isa. 9:6. His name shall be called, — 
The mighty God, the everiasting Eather. 
Tho Scriptures teach that there is but one 
true God. Isa. 45:5. I am the Lord, and 
there is none eise, therc is no God besides 
me. And as they teach that Jesus Christ is 
truly God, the conclusion necessarily follows, 
that the Father and Son, though two in per- 
son, are but one being. Should this prop- 
osition appear difficult to any, they may 
solve it by reflecting that two persons of in- 
finite perfections cannot exist separately and 
distinctiy, so as to constitnte two beings. 

(j ) Col. 1:17. And he is before all tbings. 
Mio. 5:2. Whose goings forth havebeen from 
of old, from everlasting. Heb. 1:8. But unto 
the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for- 
ever and ever. If bis throne is forever and 
ever, he himself rnnst be forever and ever. 
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unchangeable,(Ä) omnipresent,(Z) om-- 
niscient, (w) omnipotent, (n) ho- 

See John 1:1. 8:58. Prov. 8:22—32. Heb. 1: 
12. 13:8. Eev. 1:8, 17, 18, 17:5, 24. 

(k) Heb. 13:8. Jesus Christ, the same yes- 
terday, and to-day, and forever. Heb. 1:12. 
Thou art the same, and thy years shall not 
faU. 2 Tim. 2:19. 

(l) John 3:13. No man hath ascended np 
to heaven, bnt he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of Man, vrhich is in 
heaven. !From this it is seen that Christ is at 
the same time on earth and in heaven. Matt. 
28:20. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. !For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them. See Eph. 1:23. 

(tä) Eev.. 2:23. And all the churches shall 
know that I am he whieh searcheth the reine 
and hearts. Hence he knows the hearts ofall. 
John 2:24, 25. But Jesus ^\A. not commit 
himself unto them, because heknew all men ; 
and needed not that any shonld testify of 
man : for he knew what was in man. John 
16:30. We are sure that thou knowest all 
things. John 1:18. 10:15. 21:27. Acts 
1:24. 

(}i) Col. 2:8, 10. Christ— is the head of 
all principality and power. Ps. 45:3. Gird 
thy sword upon thy thigh, O most Mighty, 
with thy glory and thy majesty. Compare 
this with verse 2 and Bev. 19:16. Matt. 28: 
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lj,(o) and is entitled to Divine wor- 

18. All power is given unto me in heavea 
and in eartfa. 1 Cor. 1 : 24. 15 : 24, 25. 
John 10 : 18. 17 : 2. Eph. 1 : 21. Heb. 1 : 
3. Christ declares that He is " Almighty." 
Eev. 1:8. 1 Cor. 4 : 5. 

(o) Acts 3 : 14. Bat ye denied the Holy 
One and the Just. Mark 1 : 24. Luke 1 : 
35. Heb. 7 : 26. Eev. 3 : 7. 

(p) The angels are required to icorship Mm. 
Heb. 1:6. Let all the angels of God worship 
him. All men are required to worship him. 
John 5:23. That all men ähould honor the 
Son, even as they honor che Father. Phil. 
2:10, 11. That at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth ; 
and that every tongue should confess, that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. He received loorsMp from hisfollow- 
ers and others. Matt. 28:9. And they came 
and held bim by the feet and worshipped 
Mm. Luke 24:52. And they worshipped 
him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. Matt. 2:2. 8:2. 9:18. 28:19. John 9:38. 
Eev. 1:5, 6. 5:9—14. 7:9, 10. 2 Peter 3:18. 
Gal. 1:5. 1 Cor. 1:2. 2 Cor. 13:14. Prayer 
was made to him. Acts 7:59, 60. And they 
stoned Stephen, calling upon God and saying, 
Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. And he 
kneeled down, and cried with a lond voice, 
3 
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3. His worlcs. By Christ, tlie 
Avorld was created ',{q) lie pre- 

Lord, lay not this sin to their Charge. 1 
Cor, 1:2. Acts 1:24. 

Note. Since Jehovah requires all men to 
■worship him, and makes it idolatry to wor- 
ship any other being, it would surely be idol- 
atry to -worship Christ, if he did not possess 
the perfections of Jehovah. Tet Christ 
claimed Divine worship, and holy saints wor- 
shipped him. 

{q) Heb. 1:8, 10. Unto th^ Son he saith, 
' Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth 5 and the heavens are 
the works of thine hands.' John 1:3, 10. All 
things -were made by him [Christ] ; and 
•without him was not anything made that 
was made. The world was made by him. 
Col. 1:16. Eor by him wereall things created 
that are in heaven and that are in earth. The 
fact, that God made the world hy Jesus 
Christ, gives no reason for the conclusion 
that Christ is not the Creator of all things; 
for ' he and the Eather are one,' and ' what 
things soever he [the Eather] doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise.' John 5:19. 
See also Eph. 3:9. 1 Cor. 8:6. Heb. 3:3, 4. 
And thotigh God did the work bt Jesus 
Christ, it was nevertheless hy himself, as may 
be seen from Isa. 44:24. 45:12. I am the 
liOrd (Jehovah) that maketh all things, that 
stretcheth for th the heavens alone, that spread- 
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serves (r) and governs it ; (s) he 
has redeemed men, (t) and he 

etb abroad the earth bt mtself. I have 
made the earth, and created man npon it. I, 
even my kands, have Stretch ed ont the heav- 
ens, and all their hosts have I commanded. 
The work of creation being ascribed to Christ, 
the conclusion follows that his person is Di- 
vine, for, " He that built all things is God." 
Heb. 3:4. Again, it is written, 2 Kings 19 : 
15, OLoBD God of Israel, — thou art the 
God, even thou alone, — thou hast made 
heaven and earth. 

(y) Heb. 1:3. Who, being the brightness of 
his glory, and the express image of his perpon, 
and upbolding all things by the word of his 
power. Col. 1:17. And heis before all things, 
and by him all things consist. Matt. 28:18. 

(s) Isa. 9:6. The governinent shall be upon 
his Shoulder. 3f Christ were not God, if he 
did not possess infinite perfections, no mere 
delegated power could enable him to uphold, 
preserve, and govern all things. Tor the in- 
finite capacity and perfections of God, are es- 
sential to the universal preservation and gov- 
ernment. 1 Pet. 3:22. Col. 2:10. Eph. 1:21. 
1 Cor. 15:24. 

(t) Eph. 1:7. In Avhom we have redemp- 
tion through his blood, the forgivencss of 
sins. Heb. 9:12. Having obtained eternal 
redemption for us. Isa. 54:5. JFor thy Maker 
is thine husband ; the Lobd of hosts is his 
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will be their j&nal Judge.(M) 

narae ; and thy redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel ; the God of the whole earth shall he 
be called. Gal. 3:13. Christ hath redeemed 
US from the curse of the law. Ps. 19:14. 78:35. 
Isa: 43:14. 44:6. 49:26. 60:16. Jer. 50:34. 
Gal. 4:4, 5. 1 Pet. 1:18, 19. Tit. 2:14. Kev. 
5:9. 

(m) 2 Tim. 4:1. The Lord Jesus Christ — 
shall jadge the quick and the deadathis ap- 
pearing. Matt. 25:31—46. John 5:22. Por 
the Pather judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son. Prom 
other scriptures, it appears that " God is 
judge himself." Ps. 50:6. 75:7. Heb. 12:23, 
and that the Loed (Jehovah) will judge the 
World. 1 Chron. 16:33. Ps. 82:8. 96:13. 
Jon 5:27. Acts 10:42. Kom. 2:16. Kev. 
1:7. 

Note. By comparing the Scriptures quo- 
ted, it is evident that the attributes and works 
of God are indiscriminately ascribed to Christ, 
consequently a unity exists between the 
Pather and Soa, which constitutes but one 
being. To this agreeth the tesiiraony of 
John 1:1, 3, 14. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God, AU things were made by 
himj and v?ithout him was not anything 
made that was made. And the Word was 
made flesh and dwelt among us. And Christ 
saith, John 10:30, 1 and my Eather are one. 
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SECTION II. — THE IlfCAKNATION OF 
CHRIST. 

The Word, which in the beginning 
was with God, and which was God, by 
whom all things were made, conde- 
scended to a State of humiliation in be- 
coming united with, human nalure, or 
a body like ours, pollution and sin ex- 
cepted.(a) In this State, as a subject 

(a) John 1:14. And the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us. 1 Tim. 3:16. God 
•was manifest in the flesh. Phil. 2:6, 7, 8. 
Who, being in the form of God, thought ifc 
not robbery to be cqual with God; but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of man : And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death, even the death' of the 
cross. Heb. 2:14, 16. Eorasmuch then as 
the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same. 
— For verily he took not on him the nature 
of angels : but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham. Gal. 4:4. God sent forth his Son, 
madeofa woman, made nnder the law. — 
Luke 2:52. And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and Statute. 2 Cor. 8:9. Isa. 9:6. Heb. 10:5. 
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of the law, he was liable to all tlie iti- 
firmities of our nature ;(6) was tempt- 
ed as we are ;(c) but lived our exam- 
ple,((^) and rendered perfect obedi- 
ence to the Divine requirements.(e) 
As Christ was made of the seed of Da- 
vid aceording to the flesh, he is called 
« The Son of Man ;"(/)* and as the 

(&) Matt. 8:17. Himself tookour infirmities 
and bare our sicknesses. Heb. 2:17. Wh'ere- 
fore in all things, it behoovedhim to be made 
like unto bis brethren. Matt. 4:2. 21:18. 27: 
50. John 6:6. 19:28. 11:33, 35. Isa. 53:3. 
Matt. 8:24. Luke 22:44. 

(c) Heb. 4:15. But was in all points tempt- 
ed like as we are, yet without sin. Matt. 4:1 
—11. 

(d) 1 Pet. 2:21. Because Christ also suf- 
fered for us, leaving an example, that ye 
should follow his Steps. Kom. 15:5, 6. 

(e) Isa. 42:21. He will magnify the law, 
and make it honorable. Matt. 5:17. 3:15. 
Gal. 4:4. 

(/) Luke 19:10. For the Son of Man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost. 



* Some have said that Christ is called 
"The Son ofman" by way of emvience, he be- 
lüg the only person thus distinguished in the 
Scrjptures. 
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Divine existence is the fountain from 
wliich he proceeded, and was the only 
agency by which his body was begot- 
ten,(ff) he is called the Son of God ;(Ii) 
being the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther,(«) and the only incamation 
of the Divine Being. 

(g) John 16:27, 28. I came out from. God. 
Malt. 1:18, 20. 

(7j) Luke 1:35. That holy thing which shall 
be bora of thee, shall be called the Son of 
God. 

(i) John 3:16. Eor God so loved the world 
that he gave his only begotten Son. 1 John 
4:9. John 1:18. 

EiEMA-RKS. Some contend that Christ is 
inferior to the Father, and to prove this, they 
quote Mark 13:32. "But ofthat day, and 
that hour, knoweth no man, no, not the an- 
gels which are in heaven, neither the Son, 
but the Father." If this passage signifies that 
the knowledge of Christ was limited, it plain- 
ly contradicts others already quoted, which 
prove that he is omniscient. But consider- 
ing the word knoio to have the same meaning 
here that it has in 1 Cor. 2:2, " For I deter- 
rained not to know anything among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified," it in- 
volves no obscurity ; for it there has the cau- 
sative sense, ' I determined not to cause to 
hiow or make known,' &c. By examining the 
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CHAPTEB IV. 

Soly Spirit. 

1. The Scriptures ascribe to the 
Holy Ghost the acts and attributes of 

whole chapter, it appears that Christ gave a 
very circumstantial account of the event itself 
and the facts attending and foUowing it. Of 
course, he possessed amuch greater amount 
of knowledge than was needful simply to un- 
derstand the time, which, for important rea- 
sons,-was notas yetto beannounced. By the 
text, then,we are taught that neither Christ, 
aor the apostles, nor any man, will make 
known by prophecy, or in any other way, the 
time of this event; and that it shall be made 
known only by the providences of God which 
accomjiany it. 

Again, they urge bis inferiority from John 
5:19. The Son can do nothing of himself. 
Bat it shonld be observed, that the controver- 
sy between Christand the Jews, did notrelate 
to bis power, bat to the laiofulness of bis acts. 
The Jews charged him with two crimes — Tio- 
lating the Sabbath, and claiming equality 
with God. In reply, Christ said that he conld 
do nothing of himself, except what the Pa- 
ther did; and that what things soever were 
done by the Pather, were likewise performed 
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an intelligent being. He is said to 

by the Son. The meaning of the passage ap- 
pears to be, that such is the unity between 
the Pather and Son, that the latter cannot 
act withont the former. Consequently, it is 
one of the strengest proofs of his Divinity. 
Some have ridiculed the idea that one class 
ofScriptures relates to the Divinity of Christ, 
and others only to his humanity. There is, 
however, no reason for this contempt ; since 
this manner of speaking has ever been com- 
mon with the best writers in every langnage. 
When it is said that a viaii walks, there is no 
allusionto an exercise of the mind; and when 
it is said, he ihinics, it is not snpposed that a 
bodily exercise is intended. Perhaps one 
half that has ever been written or spoken of 
man, if he has two natures, matter and spirit, 
must be nnderstood on precisely the same 
principle. Why, then, should this inode of 
expression, when applied to the Divine Be- 
ing, become a subject of ridicule? 

Again, some have said that Christ cannot 
be the true God, becanse he is calied his Son. 
Bat this conclasion cannot be fairly made on 
their ovm principle of his being p't'operly the 
Son of God ; since one nature begets the 
same natare, and every species begets the 
same species. It has been furiher said, " If, 
as a son of man is man, so the Son of God is 
God, it must follow, that, as a father and son 
are two men, so the Divine Pather and his 
only begotten Son must be two beings, and 
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guide,(a) to know,(5) to inove,(c) 
to givein£ovmiition,(d) tocommancI,(e) 

ofcourse two Gods.' But any rational per- 
son may see that this reasoniug is false, by 
considering, first, that the reason why a 
father and son are two beings, is, they are 
ßnite and local ; and, secondly, the reason why 
the Divine Pather and bis oniy begotten Son 
are but oneBeing, is, their nature and attri- 
butes, being the same, are infinite and conse- 
quently can neither be local nor limited ; but 
what one knows the other knows, and the 
mind of one is the mind of the other. 

[o) Jobn 16:13. Howbeit, when he, the 
Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you 
into all truth. 

(&) 1 Cor. 2:11. Even so the things of 
God knowetli no man, but the Spirit of God. 

(c) Gen. 1:2. And the Spirit of God niovcd 
upon the face of ihe waters. Acts 8 : 39. — 
And when they were come up out of the wa- 
ter, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, 
that the eunuch saw him no more 

(d) Acts 21:11. And when he was come 
unto US, he took Paul's girdle, and bound 
bis own bands and feet, and said, Tbus saitli 
the Holy Ghost, so shall the Jews at Jerusa- 
lem, bind the man, &c. Acts 10:19. While 
Peter thought on the.vision, the Spirit said 
unto him, Behold, three menseekthee. John 
16:14, 15. John 14:26. 

(e) Acts 13:2. The Holy Ghost said, sepa- 
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to forbid,(/) to send forth,(^) to re- 
prove,(Ä) and to be sinned against.(^) 
2. The attributes of God are appli- 
ed to the Holy Ghost ; such as eter- 
nity, (y ) omnipresence, {k) omnis- 

rate me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
whereunto I have called them. 

(/) Acts 16:6. ISTow when they had gone 
throughout Plirygia, and the region of Gala- 
tia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to 
preach the word in Asia, 

((/) Acts 13:t. So they, being sent forth 
by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Selucia. 

(h) John 16:8. And when he is come, he 
■will reprove the world of sin, and of righ- 
teousness, and of judgment. Gen. 6:3. 

(i) Matt. 12:32. But whosoever speaketh 
against the Holy Ghost, itshall notbe forgiv- 
en him, neithcr in this world, neithcr in the 
World to come. Isa. 63:10. Acts 7:51. Acts 
.5:3, 4, 9. Eph. 4:30. 1 Thess. 5:19. Were 
the Holy Ghost only an attrihute of God-, this un- 
pardonable sin coidd not be committed against 
him. For though man can si7i against an indi- 
vidiial, he cannot sin against one of his attri- 
butes, ahstractly considered. 

(j) Heb. 9:14. How mach more shall the 
blood of Christ, who throtigli the eternal 
Spirit offered hiraself without spot to God 
purge Your conscience from dead works. 

(k) Ps. 139:7. Whither shall I go from thy 
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cience,(Z) goodness,(m) and truth.(n) 
3. The works of God are ascribed 
to the Holy Ghost ; creation,(o) Inspi- 
ration, (^) giving of life,(g') and sancti- 
fication. (r) 

Spirit ? or wbither shall I flee from thy pres- 
ence 1 

(l) 1 Cor. 2:10, 11. Bat God hath revealed 
them unto us by bis Spirit; for the Spirit 
searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of 
God. Even so the things of God knoweth 
no man, but the Spirit of God. 

(m) Neh. 9:20. Thou gavest also thy good 
Spirit to instruct them. Ps. 143:10. 

(n) John 14:1 7. Even the Spirit of truth, 
"whom the world cannot receive, because it 
seeth him not. 

(o) Job 26:13. Ey his Spirit he hath gar- 
nished the heavens. Job 33:4. The Spirit of 
God hath made me, and the breath of the Al- 
mighty hath given me life. Ps. 104:30. Thou 
sendeth forth thy Spirit, they are created. 

(p) 2 Pet. 1:21. Prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man ; but holy men of 
God spake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. Acts 28:25. 

(q) 1 Pet. 3:18. Eor Christ also hath onee 
suffered for sins — that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, bot 
quickened by the Spirit. John 6:23. 

(r) 1 Cor. 6:11. But ye are sanctified, but 
ye are jnstified, in the name of the Lord Je- 
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4 The same acts, which in one part 
of the Bible are attributed to the Holy 
Ghost, are in other parts said to be 
performed hj God. (s) 

5. The apostles assert that the 

sas, and bj the Spirit of our God. Komans 
15:16. 



GOD. 

(s) Isa. 6:8, 9. I 
heard the voice of the 
Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who 
will go for US ? Then 
I said, here am I ; send 
me. And he said, Go, 
and teil this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but 
nnderstand not; and 
see ye indeed, but per- 
ceive not. 

In several places 
Christ is called the on- 
ly begotten Son of 
God. See also Dan. 
2:20. Ps. 62:11. Isa 
48:16. Eph. 4:11. John 
6:45. Isa. 48:17. 



SPIRIT. 
Acts 28:25, 26. Well 
spake the Holy Ghost 
by Esaias the prophet 
unto our fathers, say- 
ing, Go unto this peo- 
ple, and say, Hearing 
ye shall hear, and not 
understand; and see- 
iöff j ye shall see, and 
not perceive. 

Matt. 1:18. Nowthe 
birth of Jesus Christ 
was ' on this wise 5 
When as his mother 
Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they 
came together, she 
was fonnd with child 
of the Holy Ghost. — 
See also Isa. II : 2. 
Eom: 15:13. Isa. 48: 
16. Acts 13:4. John 
14:26. Bom. 8:14. 
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Holy Ghost is Lord and God.(i) 

From the foregoing, the conclusion 
is, that tlie Holy Ghost is in reality 
God, and one with the Father in all 
Divine perfections. It has also been 
shown that Jesus Christ is God, one in 
essence with the Father. Then in 
essence these thiee, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, are one : though they 
are three in respect to their agency 
and relation to man. Hence the 
words found in 1 John 5 : 7 are true : 
" For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost ; and these three are 



one." 



Tlie truth of this doctrine is also 
j)i"oved from the f'act that the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, are united in the 
authority by which believers are bap- 
tized, and in the benedictions pronounc- 
ed by the apostles,(2i) which are acts of 

(0 2 Cor. 3:17. Now the Lord is that Spirit ; 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. Acts 5:3, 4. Why hath Satan fiUed 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost 1 — Thou 
hast not lied unto man but nnto God. 
(u) Matt. 28:19. Go ye, therefore, and 
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the higliest. religious worship. 

teach all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Pather, and of the Son, and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost. 2 Cor. 13:14. The grace of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
you all. 

Bemakks. The term persons is nsed to 
exprcss the threefold subsistence or distinc- 
tion in the God-liead,becanse distinct person- 
al attributes and acts are ascribed to the Fa- 
ther, Son, and Holy Ghost, and because the 
three personal prononns, I, Thou and He, 
with some of their variations, are in Scrip- 
tnre applied to them, Jer. 17:10. Heb. 1:10. 
John 16:13. Gen. 1:26. Its meaning, how- 
ever, when applied to the Eather, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, is not the same in all respects, 
as when applied to men, 3'et no better term 
can be found to convey our ideas. The soul 
and body of man ai-e distinct, though they 
are not separate in this life, so the persons in 
the God-head are distinct, yet they are not 
separate. 

But, says an objector, how can the Eather, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, be at the same time 
one and ikree ? I do not understand it ; there- 
fore I cannot believe this doctrine. But 
shall we not believe the existence of a thing, 
State, or relation, iinless we can perfectly 
comprehend it ? Ifnot, wemust disbelieve 
the existence of everything both material and 
immaterial. How does the grass grow ? How 
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CHAPTER V. 

Atonement* and Mediation of Christ. 

1. Atonement. As sin cannot be 
pardoned without a sacrifice, and the 
blood of beasts could never actually 
wash away sin, Christ gave bis life a 
sacrifice for the sins of the world,(a) 

do we come into being, and live, see, hear, 
remember, &c.? These aVe mysteries far 
above the comprehension of man, as well 
as the existence of Deity. There are thou- 
sands that cannot comprehend the ,laws of 
Newton j yet would it not be presumption in 
such, to say, that these laws are not true, 
because they do not understand them ? New- 
ton himself could understand the truth of his 
tiystem. The same may be said in relation 
to the existence of God. It is whoUy above 
the understanding of short-sighted man, but 
God can comprehend it, and has revealed the 
truth in his word. Though this doctrine is 
above reason, it is not contrary to reason ; 
and it is wisdom in us, fallible creatures, 
wrapped in the darkness of the fall, to bow to 
the Instructions of Heaven. 
(a) 1 John 2:2. He is the propitiation for 

* jdtoreemeni signifies an expiation for sin ; 
redemption signifies ddiverancefrom sin. 
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and thus made salvation possible for 
all men.(5) He died for us, suffering 

onr sins ; and not for ours only, bat also for 
the sins of the whole world. Isa. 53:5, 10, 11. 
But he was wonnded for our transgressions, 
he was brnised for our iniqaities ; the chas- 
tisement of our peace was upon him ; and 
•with his stripes we are healed. Yet it pleas- 
ed the Lord to bruise him, he hath put bim. 
to grief ; when thou shall raake bis sonl an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his 
hands. Byhis knowledge shall my righ- 
teous servant justify many ; for he shall bear 
their iniqaities. Rom. 4:25. Who was deliv- 
ered for our offences. Matt. 20:28. The Sou 
of Man came — to give his Ufa a ransom for 
many. 1 Pet. 3:18. Por Christ also hath 
once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring ns to God, being put to 
deatb in the flesh. John 1:29. Bebold the 
Lambof God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world! Heb. 9:26. Gal. 1:4. Tit. 2:14. 
Eph. 5:25. Bom. 5:6, 8. 

(6) Heb. 2:9. That he, by thegraceof God, 
should taste death for every man. 1 Tim. 2: 
6. Who gave himself a ransom for all. Tit. 
2:11. For the grace of God that bringeth sal- 
vation hath appeared to all men. Eev. 22:17. 
Whosoever will, let him take of the water of 
life freely. Isa 45:22. Look unto me, and be 
ye saved, all the ends of the earth. 2 Pet. 3: 
9. The Lord— is long suffering to us-ward, 
4 
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ihe penalty of tlie law in our stead, to 
make known the righteousness of God, 
that he might be just in justifying sin- 
ners "wlio believe in his Son.(c) 
Through the redemption effected by 
Christ, salvation is actually enjoyed in 
this World, and will be enjoyed in the 
next, by all who do not in this life re- 
fuse obedience to the known require- 
ments of God.(f?) As for thebody, n o 

not -willing that any should perish, bot that 
all should come to repentance. Acts 17:30. 
Bat now [God] commandeth all men every 
•where to repent. 2 Cor. 5:14, 15. Ps. 145:9. 
1 Tim. 2:3, 4. 4:10. Isa. 55:1, 7. Ps.'86:15. 

(c) Eom. 3:25, 26. Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation, through faith in 
bis blood, to declare his righteousness for the 
remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God ; To declare — his righ- 
teousness : that he might be just, and the jus- 
tifier of him which believeth in Jesus. Kom. 
13:39. 5:9, 18. Matt. 26:28. Eph. 1:7. Col. 
1:14, 20. Heb. 1:3. 9:14, 22. Eev. 5:9. 

(d) Rom. 5:18. Therefore, as by the of- 
fence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even so by the righteous- 
ness of one, the free gift came upon all men 
nnto jnstification of iife. Eom. 8:1. There 
is, therefore, now no condemnation to tbem 
vrhich are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 



OF THE FREE-WILL BAPTISTS. 51 

Provision was made for its redemption 
from the consequences of the fall, tili 

the flesh, but after the Spirit. Eom. 4:15. 
!For where no law is, thei'e is no transgression. 
Luke 1S:16. Suffcr little children to eoine 
nnto me, — for of such is the kingdom of 
Gofi. Rom. 2:14. 

Eemakks. Erom these scriptures, the 
following conclusions appear evident : 1. 
That God has actually given power to every 
man to obtain salvation: otherwise, Christ 
miisthave died for many,inteniionally,in vain. 
2. The grace or favor which God shows to 
all men, is suffieient for their obtaining sal- 
vation, and it vnU finally effect the redemp- 
tion of all who do not mis-improve the fa- 
vors which they receive. 3. Every sinner, 
through grace, can come to Christ, and par- 
take of the water of life. Had anything less 
than this been intended, our Lord would not 
have Said, " Let Mm that is athirst come," since 
the wicked, who " spend their labor for that 
which satisfieth not," are the very persoB^ 
who thirst (Isa. 55:1, 2;) but the regeneraTe. ■: 
having already come to Christ, have a well pf 
wafer m ?/ie7n, and .'shall never thirst. J^öhn 
4:14. Infants are free frora personal condein- 
nation, and those which die before they are 
capable of knowing good and evil will be 
happy ; yet their happiness will not be the 
resali of any goodness which they inherit from 
their parents, but of the reconciliation through 
the blood of Christ, by which they arerenew- 
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the resurrection.(e) Then the bodies 
of the saints will be raised, and made 
like the body of Christ. (/) An atone- 
ment for sin was necessary.ftyj For 

ed in righteousness and true holiness, after 
the Image of God. 

(e) Eom. 8;21 — 23. Because the creatnre 
itself shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption, into the glorioas liberty of the 
children of God. Por we know that the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now. And not only they, 
but onrselves also, which havethefirst-fruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan witbin 
ourselves, waiting for the adoptlon, to wit, 
the redemption of our body. Eph. 1:4. 

(/) Phil. 3:21. Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body. 1 Cor. 15:49, 52 — 54. 

{g) Heb. 9:22. Withoat shedding of blood, 
is no remission. Eph. 1:7. In wbom wehave 
-redemption through his blood. the forgive- 
' ness^f sins, Born. 5:19. Eor asby oneman's 
dispb,edience many were made sinners ; so by 
the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous. John 1:16. Mait. 26:39. 

Bbmabks. Some have objected to the 
doctrine of the atonement, saying, " Jastice 
cannot be satisfied by the innocent suiFering 
for the gullty ; for in this case, the criminal is 
. cleared, and the innocent punished unrigh- 
teonsly." Thongh this objection may gener« 
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present and future obedience can no 
more blot our past sins, than past obe- 
dience can reniove the guilt of present 
and future sins. Had God pardoned 
the sins of men without satisfaction for 
the violation of his law, it would fol- 
low that transgression might go on with 
impunity ; government would be abro- 
gated, and the Obligation of subjection 
to God would be, in effect^ cancel- 
led. 

2. Mediation of Christ. Our 
Lord not only died for our sins, but he 
arose for our justification, (h) and as- 

ally apply to the administration of hamaa 
laws, it cannot justly apply to the case ander 
coDsideration ; because iivthis all the circum- 
stances are very different : and many of them 
are so far beyond onr comprehension, that 
we cannot be snitable judges. Tbe principle 
of the innocent sufferiug volnntarily inroom 
of theguilty, is not, however, withont an ex- 
ample. The common sympathies of hnman- 
' Jty reqnire it to be exercised in unnumbered 
circumstances, and were the principle to be 
rcjected, and rigid justice administered in all 
the associations of imperfect men, the miser- 
ies of the world would make life an insup- 
portable bürden. 

(h) Born. 4:25. Who was delivered for our 
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cended to lieaveii,(i) where as medi- 
ator between God and man, he will 
make intercession for us tili tlie final 
judgraent-C/j 

oßences, and was raised again for our justifi- 
cation. 1 Cor. 15:17. 

{{) Acts 1:11. This same Jesus, which is 
takea up from. you into heaven. Epli. 4:8. 
Mark 16:19. 

{j) Heb. 9:24. Christ is — entered — into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 
of God for US. 1 Tim. 2:5. Eor there is one 
God, and one mediator hetween God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus. Heb. 7:25. He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us. Rom. 8:34. 
Christ — is even at the right band of God, who 
also maketh intercession for us. 1 Cor. 15:24. 
Then cometh the end, when hc shall have de- 
livered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Eather. Isa. 53:13'. 

Remaeks. ThoHgh the sinner's boasted 
pride may lead him to look upon his trans- 
gressions as mere trifles, and to think that he 
can approach God withont an intercessor — 
and though he may not be well pleased that 
his rebellion should be stamped with eternal 
infamy, by thenecessity of the atonement and 
the intercession ; yet, when he is truly hura- 
bled under a sense of his guilt, he scarcely 
dares look up towards heaven ; and in the 
bitterness of his soul, he i^quires, " Who 
will plead for me V 
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CHAPTER VI.- 

The Gospel Call. 

By virtue of the atonement, which 
is desigaed to counteract the effects of 
the fall, man is placed in a salvable 
State ;(a) the grace of God, (5) the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, (c) and the 
invitations of the gospel, are given to 

(a) Matt. 18:11, IFor the Son of man is 
come to save that which was lost./John 17:4:. 
I have finished the work which ttiou gavest 
me to do. Gal. 3:13. Christ hath redeemed 
ns from the curse of the law. Kom. 5:18. 
By the righteousness of one, the free gift 
came upon all men tinto justification of life. 
John 3:1 7. Eor God sent not his Soninto the 
World to condemn the world ; but that the 
World through.him. mightbe saved. 1 Tim. 
4:10. 

(6). Titas 2:11. Eorthe grace of God, that 
bringeth salvatioii, hath appeared to all men. 
Eom. 5:20. But where sin abounded, grace 
did rauch more aboand. Eom. 5:15. 

(c) Joel 2:28. Iwill poar ontmy Spirit up- 
on all fiesh. John 16:8. And when he is 
come, he will reprove the world of sin. Johu 
1:9. That was the true light, which lighteth. 
every man that cometh into the world. Acts 
2:17, 18. Job 32:8. Eev. 14:6. 
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all men,(cZ) and by these they receive 
power to repent and obey adl the re- 
quirements of the gospel.(e) Hence 
it appears a perfect inconsistency to 
suppose that God would provide salva- 
tion for a less number than he really 
loved» As his love extended to aH 
mankind, if he provided salvation for 
one, he must necessarily for all, there 
being nothing in his nature, norin man's 
nature, whereby this prqvision should 

{d) Prov. 8:4. Unto you, O men, I call ; 
and my voice is to the sons of man. Isa. 45: 
22. Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earih. Mark 16:15. Preach the 
gospel to every creatare. Eom. 10:18. Hare 
they not heard 1 Yes, verily, their sound 
went into all the earth, and their words unto 
the ends of the world. Eev. 22:17. Whoso- 
ever will, let him take the water of life free- 
ly. Matt. 24:14. Col. 1:23. Isa. 55:1. 

(e) Phil. 1:29. Unto youit is given on the 
behalf of Christ — to believe on.him. 1 John 
5:3. His commandments are not grievous, 
If man has not received power to obey the 
gospel it foUows that the commandments 
are grievous, and their author is unjast. Isa. 
5:4. What could have been dohe more to my 
vineyard that I have not done in it 1 1 Pet. 
1;22. Ye have purified your soulsin obeying 
the trnth through the Spirit. 
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be limited. (jT) The fact being admit- 
ted that God loves all men, that Christ 
died for all men, that the Holy Ghost 
reproves all men, that the gospel in- 
vites all men, and that, by virtue of 
these, all men have the ability to re- 
pent and believe, what other conclu- 
sion can be drawn tban that the salva- 
tion of all is possible ? We mean only 
to say, that salvation is possible, for 
though in its provision it is free and 
absolute, (;§•) yet in its' application it is 
expressly conditional.(Ä) Salvation, 

(/) Acts 10:34. God isnorespecterof per- 
sons. Ezek. 18:25. Is not my way equal ? 
33:11. As I live, saith the Lord God, I have 
no pteasnre in the death of the wicked : tarn 
ye, tnrn ye, from yonr evil way. 2 Pet. 3:9. 
The Lord is not willing that any shonld 
perish, bat that all should come to repent- 
ance. 1 Tim. 2:4. Who will have all men 
to be saved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 

(5r) John 3:16. God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him shoald not perish, 
bat have everlasting life. Bom. 5:8. God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 2 
Cor. 5:14, 15. 

(A) John 3:36. He that believeth on the 
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then, being freely provided, and man 
beingcapable, through grace, of obtain- 
ing it, if he perish, whom can he blame 
but himself? The Charge must fall 
upon him with aggravated weight, 
" Tkou hast destroyed thyaelf." 

Son hath everlasting life ; and he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not sec life. — 
Mark 16:16. John 8:24. Acts 13:39. 16:31. 
Kemarks. From these and other scrip- 
tures, it is clear that God never designed that 
the wicked should sin and die ; but that in the 
plenitude of bis mercy he has done all in 
his power, consistent with the moral govern- 
ment of the world, for the salvation of men. 
The sentiment that God is the author of sin, 
and has deereed the wickedness of men, is 
derogatory to his character. The doctrine 
of universal decrees, however, has been argu- 
ed from the foreknowledge of God ; and from 
this, many have inferred that the sinner can- 
not repent. But that such arguments are 
not conclusive, is evident from the following 
reflections. 1. God's decrees cannot be the 
result of his foreknowledge, sincc an infinite- 
ly wise and good Being caxi. know of a future 
event without decreeing that it shall come to 
pass. 2. If an event is certain, because 
God knows that it will come to pass, aud all 
things occur of necessity, and the free agency 
ofman exists only in the Imagination; it 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Kepentance. 

The repentance which the gospel 
requires is a deep conviction, a pen- 

mast foUow, on the same principle, that God 
himself could 710t have caused any event to 
come to pass differently from what it has 
taken place. All the arguments which seem 
to prove that man is a sabjeet oinecessity are 
equally applicable to the Divine Being, and 
have the same effect in relation to His 
agency. 3. The perfect knowledge of God, 
instead of being the resulfc of his decrees, 
is necessarily the result of his being infinite 
in his existence. Man knows but little, 
beeause with him the past is forgotten, the 
fature nnknown, and he can exist in but 
one place at the same time. God knows all 
, things, beeause he fills immensity, and be- 
eause with him, one day is as a thousand 
years and a thousand years as one day.^Con- 
sequently, forcknowledge, like repentance and 
anger, when applied to God, is a term adapt- 
ed to our understanding, while strictly speak- 
ing with him there is no foreknowledge, for 
he fills all time and eternity, and with Him 
all is present. 4. God has power to make a 
moral agent, leaving him perfectly free to 
act in either of two ways, without any 
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itential sorrow, an open confession, a 
decided hatred, and an entire forsaking 
of all sin.(a) This repentance God 

circnmstances that will compel bis choice. — 
And having made man thus, the circnm- 
stance of the Infinite Existence beholding 
the result of man's agency, conid by no 
means destroy bis ability to act freely. 5. 
While God knows a sinner will sin, andßnal- 
ly perish, he knows at tbe same time, that be 
can repent and live; because hebasgiven bim 
power so to do. Thus, wben he sent Jere- 
miah to the House of Judah, though be knew 
that tbey would not hear, be said, "7i may 
be that the house of Judah will hear." Jer. 36:3. 
37:2. And ihougb be knew that the Israel- 
ites would cause their children to pass 
through the fire unto Moloch, he said, 
^^Neithercameitintomymind thatthey shotjld 
do this abomination." Had he said, it came not 
into bis niind that tbey wofld do it, tbe 
conclusion would follow, that he did not know 
of tbe event. But as he said, it came not into 
bis mind that tbey should do this abomina- 
tion, it follows that it was not decreed ; for it 
is certain, that God could not have decreed 
an event that never entered into bis mind. 

(a) Eom. 3:20. By the law is tbe knowl- 
edge of sin. Eom. 7:9. When the command- 
ment came, sin revived, and'I died. 2 Cor. 
7:10. Eor godly sorrow worketh repentance 
to salvation not to be repented of. Ps. .51:17. 



OV tUS 7SEE-WILL BAPTISTS. 61 

has enjoined on all men, and without 
it in this life the sinner must perish 
eternally.(&) 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 
not despise. Joel 2:12, 13. Therefore also 
now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to me with 
all yonr heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mournin^ ; and rend your 
hearis — and turn unto the Lord your God. 
Prov. 28:13. He that covereth his sins, shall 
not prosper : but whoso confesseth and tbr- 
saketh them shall have mercy. Ezek. 36:31. 
Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, 
and your doings that were not good, and 
shall loathe yourselves in your own sight, for 
yonr iniquities, and for your abominations. 
Ezek. 14:6. Thus saith the Lord God, Be- 
pent and turn away your faces from all your 
abominations. Isa. 55:7: Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him : andto our 
God, who will abnndantly pardon. Ezek. 18: 
30, 31. Repent, and turn yourselves from all 
your transgressions ; so iniqnity shall not be 
your ruin. Gast away from you all your 
transgressions. Ps. 38:18. Hos. 5:15. John 
12:25. 

(b) Acts 17:30. But now [God] command- 
eth all men every where to repent. Mark 
6:1 2. They went out and preached that men 
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CHAPTER yill. 

Faitli. 

True faitli is an assenfc of tlie mind 
to the great and fundamental truths of 
revelation ;(a)an actof the understand- 
ing in giving credit to the gospel, 
thi'ough the influenceof the Holy Spir- 

should repent. Acts 2:38. 3:19. Luke IS:."). 
But except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish. John 9:4. The night co'nicth when 
no man can work. 2 Thess. 1:7, 8, 9. The 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven, — 
In flaniing fire, taking vengeance on theoi 
that know not God, and that obey not tlie 
gospel, — who shall bo punished with ever- 
lasthig destructlon. Acts 24:20. Matt. 4:17. 
11:20—22. 12:41. 21:31,32. 

(a) Heb. 11:6. Ho that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek him. — 
John 5:46, 47. For had ye believed Moses, ye 
would have believed me : for he wrote of me. 
But if ye believe not bis writings, how shall 
ye believe my words ? Heb. 11:1: Eaith is 
the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen. John 16:27, 30. 
Ps. 119:66. Rom. 10:9. 
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it ',(b) and a firm confidence and trust 
in the living God.(c) The fruit of faith 
is obedience to the gosi[)e\.{d) The 
power to believe is the giffc of God ;(e) 
but believing is an act of the crea- 
ture, which is required as a coudition 
of pardon, and without Avhich the sin- 
ner cannot be regenerated, nor obtain 
salvation.^/} All men are required 

(b) Kom. 10:10. With the heart man be- 
lieveth anto righteousness. . 1 Cor. 12:8, 9. 
Eor to one is given, by the Spirit, the word 
of wisdom ; — to another, faith, by the same 
Spirit. Gal. 5:22. Bat the fruit of the Spirit 
is love— faith. Kom. 10:17. 

(c) 2 Chron. 20:20. Believe in the Lord 
yonr God, so shall ye be established. Prov. 
14:26. In the fear of the Lord is strong confi- 
dence. Rom. 4:20, 21. He staggered not at 
the promise of God through unbelief ; but 
•was strong in faith, giving glory to God : Be- 
ing fnlly persuaded that what he had prom- 
ised he was able also to perform. Eph. 3:12. 
1 Tim. 4:10. 

(d) James 2:17. Eaith, if it hath not works, 
is dead, being alone. James 2:20 — 24, 26. 
Gal. .5:6. 1 Tim. 1:5. 

(c) Phil. 1:29. Unto yon it is given in the 
behalf of Christ, — to believe on him. Acts 
14:27. 2 Pet. 1:1. Eph. 2:8. 

(/) John. 6:29. This is the work of God, 
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to believe, and those wlio yield obedi- 
ence to the Obligation become the chil- 
dren of God by faith.(^) 

that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 
Mark 16:16. He that believeth — shall besav- 
ed. Acts 16:31. Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou sfaalt be saved. John 3:36. 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life ; bat the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him. John 8:21, 24. If ye believe 
not that I am he, ye shall die in yoar sins. 
Whither I go ye cannot come. Heb. 11:6. 
Without faith it is impossible to please him. 
Mark 1:15. Bepent ye, and believe the gos- 
pel. 

{g) Acts 10:43. Whosoever believeth in 
him ähall receive the remission of sins^ John 
1:7. That all men through him might be- 
lieve. Gal. 3:26. Ye are all the children of 
God by faith in Christ Jesus. Born. 16:26. 
5:1. John 3:15. 

Bghabks. Some have said, that as man 
cannot believe without evidence, so he can-. 
not disbelieve when snfficient evidence ispre- 
sented. That this conclusion is incorrect, 
will appear from the following reasons. 1. 
Though the existence of God is detnonstrat- 
ed from the creation, and from the tender mer- 
cies which are over all bis works, and by the 
true light which lighteth every man ; yet the 
most of the world remain in nnbelief. 2. In 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Regeneration. 

As God is a holy Being and heaven 
a holy place, man must be regenerated 
before he can enter a State of happi- 
ness.(a) This change is an instanta- 
neous renovation of the soul by the 
grace and Spirit of God, (5) whereby 
the penitent sinner receives new life, 

every generation there have been multitudes» 
who, with the same testimony and the sanie 
evidences of the trath, have made opposite 
conclnsions, and have taken different courses. 
3- God eondemns the sinner because he 
does not believe. This he wonld not do if he 
had not given him snfficient evidence and 
power to believe. 

(a) Heb. 12:14. Eollow — holiness, withont 
which no man shallsee the Lord. Eev. 21:27. 
And there shall in no wise enter into it any 
thing that defileth, neither whatsoever work- 
eth abomination, or maketh a lie. Mat. 5:8. 
Gal. 5:19—21. 

(6) John 3:5: Excepfc a man be bom of — 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. Ezek. 36:26, 27. A new heart wiU I 
give you, and a new spirit will I put within 
yoa ; and I will take avay the Btony hent 
6 
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becomes a child of Grod,(c) and is en- 
abled to perform spiritual Service. (^) 
It is called being bom again, born of 
the Spirit,(e) being quickened,(/) pass- 
ing from death unto life, (g) and a 

out of yonr flesh, and I will give you a heart 
of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within 
you. Titus 3:5. Eph.2:10. 

(c) John 5:25. The hour is coming, and 
now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of 
the Son of God : and they that henr shall 
live. Eph. 2:10. For we are — ereated in-Christ 
Jesas unto good works. 1 John 3:9. Rom. 
8.16. The Spirit itseif beareth witness with 
cur spirit, that we are the children of God. 
Johu 1:12. James 1:18. 2 Cor. 5:17. Gal. 
6:15. 

(d) 1 Pet. 2:5. Te also— are built np a 
spiritnal house, an holy priesthood to offer 
•np spiritual sacrificcs. Ezek. 11:19, 20. Phil. 
2:13. 1 Pet. 4:11. 

(e) John 3:6. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh ; and that which is born of the 
Spirit isspirit. John 1:13. 3:5, 8. 1 John 3:9. 
4:7, 5:1, 4:18. 

(/) Eph. 2:1. And you hath he quicken- 
ed, who weredead in— sins. Ps. 119:50,93. 
Eph. 2:5. Col. 2:13. 

(gf) John 5:24. He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me,— is pass- 
eäfrom death unto life> 1 John 8:14. 
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partaking of the divine nature.(Ä) 

CHAPTEE. X. 

Justißcation and Sanctißcation. 

Personal justification implies that 
the person justified has been guiltj be- 
fore God ; and that, in eonsideration of 
the righteousness of Christ, received 
by faith, the sinner is pardoned and ab- 
solved from the guilt and punish- 
ment of sin.(a) Though the right- 

(Ä)2Pet. 1:4. Whereby are given unto 
usexceeding great and precioas promises; 
that by these 3'e inight be partakers of the 
divine nature. Heb. 3:14. 

(a) Eom. 5:16,17. The free gift is of many 
offences unto justification. For if by one 
man's offence death reigned by one; much 
more they which receive abundanceof grace, 
and of the gift of righteousness, shall reign 
in life by one, Jesus Christ. Acts 13:39. And 
by him, all that believe are justified from all 
things, from which ye could not be ju'^tified 
by the law of Moses. Bom. 5:1,9. There- 
före being justified by faitb, fre haTe peace 
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eousness of Christ is the foundation of 
the sinner's redemption, yet without 
i'epentance and faith it caa nevev give 
liim justification and peace with God.(6) 
Sanctification is a work of God's 
graee, by which the soul is cleansed 
from all the pollutions of sin, and is 

with God throagh our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Beini; now jusiified by his blood, \ve shall be 
saved from wraih throagh him. Isa. 53:11. 
Korn. 8:22—26. 

(b) Acts 3.19. Repent ye. therefore, and 
be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out. Heb. 4:2. Bat the word preached did 
not profit them, not being mu^ed with faith 
in them that heard it. Heb. 11:6. Without 
faitli it is impossible to please him. Rom. 
9:31,32. Israel — hath nol artained to the 
law of righteousness. Wherefore ? Beeause 
they sou^ht it not by faith. Rom. 3:25 — 30. 
Acts 13:38, 39. 

Remarks. That justification does not 
precede repentanee and faith, and that these 
do not follow as itsfruits. is evident from the 
following reasons : 1. When a man is jus- 
tified, he is absolved from his sins, and the 
work of repentanee must have been already 
accomplished. 2. Faith is required as a con- 
diiion of salvation. " Believo in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved." 3. 
la Acts 3:19, repentanee is reqaired as a pre* 
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renewed after the image of God.(c) 
Though in regeneration the soul is 
sanctified, yet while the Christian con- 
tinues in a State of trial, he has to con- 
tend with the coi-ruptions of nature, 
and is liable againto be defiled.(<:Z) 

requisite to pardon or the remission of sins ; 
nndin John 3:18, the sinner is lepresentfd as 
being condemned, hccausehe has not teliev- 
ed in Christ, and this is given as the reason 
■why he cannot be justified. But if, on the 
other band, repenfance and faith are the fr vif s 
of justification, it follows, that regenera- 
tion is a soA'ereign art which is snddenly ef- 
fected on the impenitcnt sinner, independent- 
lyof bis agency. This vitw of the siihject 
seems lo cast ibe blanie on God, by repre- 
senting that he neglccts to effect ibe sove- 
reign work o^ regeneration in sinners, which 
alone can produce repentance and faith, and 
yet eondemns the sinner for not repenting 
and believing. 

(c) l" Cor. 6:11. And such were some of 
yon ; but ye are wasbed, but ye are sancti- 
fied, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
Heb. 10:10. By which will we are sanctified, 
through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ. John 17:17. Sanctify them through 
thytruth: thy word is truth. Col. 3:10. 2 
Cor. 3: 18. Eph. 5:26. 

(d) Gal. 5:17. Tor the flesh lusteth against 
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Sanctification is also a setting apart 
the soul and bbdy for holy Service, (e) 
It is a progressive work, by which the 
Christian obtains victory over every 
temptation, corruption, and sinful in- 
clination; and in which his will is 
brought into entire resignation to the 
will of God.(/) The attainment of 
entire sanctification in this life, is both 
the privilege and duty of every Chris- 
tian. (^) For as sin is odious in the 
sight of God, Christ died to save his 

the spirit. Rom. 8:13. If ye live after the 
flesh, ye shall die. Rom. 7:18—25. 

(e) Ps. 4:3. The Lord hath set apart him 
that is godlyfor himself. Rom. 12:1. Present 
your büdies a living sacrifice, holy, accepta- 
ble unto God. See also Genr2:3. 1 Tim. 
4:5. 

( f ) Heb. 6:1. Let us go on to perfection. 
2 Pet. 3:18, But grow in grace. 1 John 5:4. 
This is the victory that overcometh the 
•World, even our faith. Heb, 13:20.21. Now 
the God of peace — make you perfeet in ev- 
ery good work to do his will, Col. 4:12. 
That ye may stand perfeet and complete in 
all the will of God. Col. 1:9. Prov, 4:18, 
Eph, 6:12. 

{ g) 1 Thess. 5:23. And the very God of 
peace sanctify yoa whoUy ; and I pray God 
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people from it, and the gospel has suf- 
ficient power to complete the work 
during this probation. (A) 

your whole spirit and soul and body be pre- 
served blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thess. 4:3. For this is 
the will of God cven your sanctification.' 2 
Cor. 7:1. Having, therefore, these promtses, 
dearly heloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of God. Gen. 17:1. Deut. 
18:13. Col. 3:14. 

(h) Eph. 5:25—27. Christ— loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it, with the wash- 
ing of water, by the word ; that he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church, not hav- 
ing Spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but 
that it shouldbe holy, and without blemish. 
1 John 1:7, 9. And the blood of Jesus Christ 
bis Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
US our sins. and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. Matt. 5:48. Be ye, therefore, 
perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfecl. 1 Pet, 1:16. Be ye holy ; 
for I am holy. 1 John 5:3. And his com-, 
mandments are not grievous. Col. 1:28. 
Whom we preach, waming every man, and 
teaching every man in all wisdom, that we 
may present every man perfect in Christ Je- 
sus. Fhil. 2:14, 15. Do all tbings without 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Perseverance. 

As the regenerate are placed in a 
State of trial during this Hfe, their fu- 
ture obedience and final salvation are 

murmurings and disputings ; that ye may 
be blameless and harmless, the sons of God 
without rebnke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among -whom ye shine as 
lights in the world. 2 Pet. 3:14. Ee diligent 
that ye may be found of him in peace, with- 
outspot, and blameless. James 1:4, That 
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting noth- 
ing. John 1:47. Behold an Israelite iadeed, 
in whom is no gaile. 2 Cor. 13:11. Be per- 
fect, be of good comfort. Phil. 3:1.5. 2 Tim. 
3:17, Mat. 19:21. iJohn 2:5. 1 Pet. 5:10. 

Note, The requirements and privileges 
of the scriptnral doctrine of sanctification are 
exceedingly great. Thongh many doubt 
whether the Christian ean become perfect in 
this life, yet this doctrine is clearly support- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures. We do not un- 
derstand, however, that the Christian can be- 
come perfect in his powers and. facultles, nor 
in the same sense that God is perfect; bat 
that according to the ability which the Lord 
has given him, he can render entire obedience 
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neither detennined nor certain. (ä) It 
is, however, their duty and privüege 

to bis will, and become " filled with all the 
fulness of God." 

(a) Ezek. 18:24. Bnt when the righteons 
turneth away from bis righteousness, and 
committeth iniqaity, and doecb according to 
all the aboroinations thatthe wicked man do- 
eth, shall he live 1 AU bis righteousness that 
he hath done shall not be mentioned :■ in bis 
trespass, that he bath trespassed, and in his 
sin that he hath sinned, in thum shall he die. 
Ezek. 33:18. When the righteous turneth 
from his righteousness, and committeth in- 
iquity, he shall even die thereby. That this 
righteousness is not a " self-righteousness" or 
a '■^hypocritical profession" is iiiferred from the 
following reasons : 1. God deelares that if 
the righteous man tums away from his right- 
eousness and committeth iniquity, he shall 
surely die. He wonld not have said this, had 
he alluded to self-righteousness or hypocrisy, 
nnless hejJreferred such characters to those 
of honest men ; for it could be no a-ime to 
turn away from self-righteousness and hy- 
pocrisy. 2. As death. was the consequence 
of turning away from this righteousness, it is 
clearly inferred that life was the consequence 
of continning init. Therefore, it could not 
be self-righteousness, nnless we admit that a 
man can be saved by self-righteousness. But 
Christ says, Except yoor righteousness shall 
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to be sieadfast in the truth, to grow in 

exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. John 15:6. Ifaman 
abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered. Heb. 6:4, 5, 6. For it is 
impossible for those who were once enlight- 
ened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, 
and wero made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
and have tasted the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come, if they shall 
fall away, to renew them again unto repent- 
ance. 2 Pet. 2:20, 21. For if, after they 
have escaped the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
vior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with thera than the beginning. For it had 
been heiter for them not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than after they have 
known it, to turn from the holy command- 
ment delivered unto them. Heb. 10:26. For if 
we sin wilfnlly after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins. 2 Pet. 1:10. If ye do 
these thing.s, ye shall never fall. 1 Cor. 10:12. 
Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed 
lest he fall. 2 Pet. 1:9. But he that lacketh 
these things is blind, and cannot seeafar oiF, 
and hath forgotten that he was purged front 
bis old sins. 1 Cor. 9:27. But I keep under 
my bodj, and bring it into subjeetion ; lest 
that by any means, when I have preached to 
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grace, persevere in holiness, and make 
their election sure.(5) 

others, I myself shoald be a castaway. 1 Tim 
4:1. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that 
in the latter times some shall depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirirs, and 
doctrines of devils Heb. 12:15. Looking 
diligently, lest any man fail of the grace of 
God. Heb. 4:1, 11. 12:15. 2 Pet. 3:14, 

(ö) 1 Cor. 15:58. Be ye steadfast, unmov- 
able, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord. 2 Pet. 3:18. But grow in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Sa vior Jesus 
Christ. Phil. 3:14. I press toward the mark, 
for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus. Mat. 24:13. Bat he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be sav- 
ed. Rom. 2:7. To ihem, who, by patient 
continuance in well doing, seek for glory. 
and honor, and iramortality, eternal life. 1 
Cor. 9:24. So run that ye may obtain. 2 Pet. 
1:10, 11. Give diligence to make your call- 
ing and election sure ; for if ye do these 
Ihings, ye shall never fall. Rev, 2:7, U, 17, 
26. 3:5. 12:21. 21:7. 

Remarks. — Some have argued that the 
final perseverance of the saints is certain, be- 
cause they are kept by the power of God 
fhrough faith unto salvation. But if we re- 
flect that this power is only used to keep the 
saints throughtheir faith, and that some have 
put away faith and a good conscience, and 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

Tke Sabbath. 

This is a seventh partof time, which 
from the creation of the Tvorld, God 
has set apart for a day of sacred rest 
and holy Service. It was included in 
the ten commandments written on ta- 
bles of stone, and given to Moses on 
Mount Sinai, (a) Natureitself teaches 
the necessity of its observance, Tts 

" concerning faith made shipmreck," the ar^a- 
ment loses all its apparent weighf. Again, 
some have inferred that the final obedience 
of the regenerate is certain, beeause their 
Söuls are holy. But that this argument is 
not conclusive, appears evident from the fact 
that the Christian is no more holy than Ad- 
am -was, who sinned while he was in the im- 
age of God. 

{a) Gen. 2:3. And God blessed the sev- 
enth day and sanctified it. Ex. 20:8 — 10. 
Eemember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
Six days shalt thon labor and do all thy 
•work ; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor ihy daugh- 
ter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, 
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Obligation is taught bothin the Old and 
New Testaments, and is to continue 
,v5vith that of the other commandments 
tili the end of time. As the law of 
the Sabbath was at first given to the 
whole World, it requires all men, on 
this day, to refrain from all servile la- 
bor, and devote themselves entirely to 
the Service of the God that made 
them.(Z>)* 

nor thy cattle. nor thy stranger that is with- 
in thy gates. 

(b) Jer. 17:21. Thus saith Ihe Lord, Take 
heed to yourselves, and bear no bürden on 
the Sabbath day. Luke 23:56. And they 
rested on the Sabbath day according to the 
commandment. See also Isa. 58:13, 14. Ex. 
16:23, 29. Mat. 5:19. Mark 10; 19. 1 John 
2:4. Mark 2:28. Therefore the Son of Man 
is Lord also of the Sabbath. Luke 24:1, 6. 
Acts 20:7. 1 Cor. 16:2. ßev. 1:9, IG. 

* From the creation of the world, the sev- 
enth day of the week was observed as the 
Sabbath.- Bufc since the resurrection of 
Christ, the first day of the wcek has been 
kept instead of the seventh. It is inferred 
from the following, that this change was 
made by Christ or bis apostles. I. The sev- 
enth day was observed in remembrance of 
tho work of creation> bot as the work of 
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CHÄPTER Xin. 

The Church. 

A Christian church is an assembly 
of persons who believe in Christ and 
worship the true God, agreeably to 

redemption is creater than that of creation, 
it appears more suitable that the day on 
which it was completed by tlie resurrection 
of Christ should be observed in remerabrance 
of this greater and more important event. 2. 
ITrom the Scripiures, it is evident that the 
primitive Christians frequentlyassembled oa 
the first day of the week for worship. 3. 
Tlie history of the charch shows that the first 
day of the week was universally kept as a 
day of rest and worship, instead of the sev- 
enth, fromthe days of the apostles. And 
this change appears to have been observed, 
with a very few exceptions, by the who!e 
Christian world to the present day. 

The Sabbath being a day of rest, it has 
been thought that previous to the Coming of 
Christ, ihe seventh day was a figure of the 
rest which saints enjoy in this lile ; and that 
since the resurrection of the Son of God, the 
first day of the week points to that rest which 
remains for tiie redeemed. See Heb. 4:l'-ll. 
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his word.(a) In a more general sense, 
it signifies the whole body of real 
Christians throughout the world.(5) 
The church being the body of 
' Christ, (c) none but the regenerate, who 
obey the gospel, are its real mem- 
bers.(£?) Believers are received into 
a particular church, on their giving 

• (a) 1 Cor. 1:2. Unto the church of God 
which is at Corinth, to ihem that are sancti- 
fied in Christ Jesus, called to be saints. Acts 
2:47. 2 Cor. 8:.5. Rev. 2:1, 7, 8, 12, 18. 3: 
1,7,14. 

(ö) Eph. 5:23. Christ is the head of the 
church. Eph. 1:22. 3:10. 5:25, 27. Gal, 
1:18,24. 

(c) 1 Cor. 12:27. Now ye are- the body of 
Christ, Col. 1:18. 

(d) 1 Pet. 2:5. Ye also, as lively stones, are 
bnilt up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 
to ofFer up spiritual sacrifices. 2 Cor. 6:14, 
15. Be ye not unequally joked together with 
unbelievers ; for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness 1 and what 
communion hath light with darkness 1 And 
what coiicord hath Christ with Belial ? or 
what part hath hc that believeth wiih an in- 
fidel 1 John 18:36. My kingdom is not of 
tbis World. Gal. 4:28, 31. Born. 9:8. Ps. 
S(hl6. John 15:2, 6. 



80 TBEATIBB OK THB FAITH 

evidence of faith and being baptiz- 
ed.(e) 

SECTION 1. — OFFICEKS OF THE 
CHURCH. 

The ofläcers in the primitive church 
were apostles, bishops, and deacons.(7^ 
The apostles were the especial witness- 
es of the works and sayings of 
Christ •,{g) and of course this office 
ceased when their work was accom- 
plished. The fftffs perpetuated in the 
church are evangelists, pastors, teach- 
ers, helps, and governments.(Ä)" These, 

(e) Acts 2:41. Theo they that gladly re- 
ceived bis word were baptized ; and the same 
day tbere were added nnto them about tbree 
tbonsand souls. Gal. 3:27. 

•(/')Epb. 2:20. And are built Dpon the 
foandation of the apostles. Pbil. 1:1. Tö 
the saints — whieh are at Philippi with the 
bishops and deacons. Luke 6:13. 1 Cor. 
4:9. 

(g) Acts 10:39. And we are 'witnesses of 
all things which he did. Acts 1:8. 5:32. 
Luke 24:48. 

(h) Eph. 4:11. He gave some,— evangel- 
ists ; and some, pastors and teachers. 1 
OoMS:a6. STim.4iS. Act8l3:Ii. 
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however, do not appear to be distinct 
officers ; but they imply different kinds 
of duties, which are pertbrmed by 
bishops or eiders, deacons, and oth- 
ers. 

1. Bishops are overseers,(i) wbo 
have the charge of souls — to instruct 
and rule tliem by theword.(j) They 
are called eider s,(k) and they perform 
the duties of pastors, teachers, and 
evangelists.(/) The qualifications re- 

{i) Acts 20:28. Take heed, therefure, unto 
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the 
which the Holj- Ghost hath made you over- 
seers. 1 Tim. 3-.1 — 6. 

(j) 1 Tim. 3:5. Per if a man know not 
how to rule his own house, how shall hetake 
care of the ehnrch of God 1 1 Pet. 5:2. Teed 
the flock of God— takingthe oversight there- 
of. Acts 20:28. 

(i) Titus 1:5 — 7. Ordain eiders in every 
city as I appointed thee: if any be blameless 
— for a bis/iop must be blameless. 1 Pet. 
5:1. Acts 14:23, Compare Acts 20:28 with 
verse 17. 

(l) 2 Tim. 4:5, But watch thon— dp the 
•work of an evangelist. Eph. 4:11, 12. 1 Tim. 
3:2. " This officer is called a Pastor, Minis- 
ter, Watchman, Elder, Teacher, Steward, 
and Ambassador, to represeut tlie Tarioas 
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quired in a candidate for this office, 
are. as foUows : — He must be guiltless 
and the husband of but one wife. He 
must be watchful, prudent, and have 
the regulär exercise of cool, dispassion- 
ate reason. His conduct and manners 
must be decent, orderly, and grave. 
He must be a lover of hospitality and 

duties of his office. He is called Bishop, 
from the oversight he is to take ; Pastor, from 
the Spiritual food he is to administer ; Minis- 
ter, from the Service he is to render ; Watch- 
man, from the vigilance he is to exercise ; 
Eider, from the grave and prudent example 
heisto set; Teacher, from the instruetions 
he is to give ; Steward, from the mysteries 
or manifold grace he is to dispense ; Ambas- 
sador, from the treaty of reconciliation and 
peace he is sent to effect." [Cogswell.] 
1 Tim. 3:1. This is a trne saying, If a man 
desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a 
good werk. Jer. 3:15. And I will give you 
pastors according to mine heart, whieh shall 
feed you mth knowledge and nnderstanding. 
1 Cor. 4:1. liCt a man so acconnt of ns, as of 
the ministers of Christ, and Stewards of the 
mysteries of God. Ezek. 3:17. Son of man, 
I have made thee a watchman nnto the hoase 
of Israel. 1 Pet. 5:1. The eiders which are 
among you I exhort, who am also an eider. 
Eph. 4:11. Andhe gave some — ^teachera. 2 
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of good men ; ready to communicate, 
and able to teach.(w) He must be 
temperate ; not quarrelsome ; nor de- 
sirous of base gain. He must be 
meek ; not contentious, neitlier a lov- 
er of money. (n) He must govern bis 
family well ; he must not be a young 
convert, bnt experienced in the tbings 
of God, and bave a cbaracter not just- 
ly liable to reproacb.(o) He must be 

Cor. 5:20. Now, then, v?e are ambassadors 
for Christ, as though God did beseech you 
by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. 

(m) 1 Tim. 8:2. A bishop then must be 
blameless, thc husband of one wife, vigilant, 
sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, 
apt to teach. Tit. 1:8. A loverof hospitality, 
a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, tem- 
perate. 2 Tim. 2:24, 25. 

{n) 1 Tim. 3:3. Not given to wine, no 
striker,not greedy of filthy lucre ; bntpatient, 
not a brawler, not covetous. 

(o) 1 Tim. 3:4 — 7. One that rnleth well 
bis own house, having bis chiJdren in snb- 
jection with all gravity.— Not a novice, lest, 
being lifted up with pride, he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he 
must have a good report of them which are 
without ; lest he fall into reproach, and the 
snare of the devil. Titns 1:5 — 9. 2:7, 15. 
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especially called of God to the work ; (p) 

adhere closelv to the doctrine of 

Christ, (g) and be ordained by the lay- 

ingon of hands.(r) 

2Vie dxity of an eider or hisJiop is, 

1. To be an ensample to the flock in 

(p) Heb. 5:4. And no man taketli this hon- 
or unto himself, but he that is called of God, 
as was Aaron. Acts 20:28. Take heed — to 
all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost 
hath made you overseers. 1 Cor. 9:16. Ne- 

cessity is laid upou me; yea, wo is unto me 

if I preach not the gospel. 2 Cor. 3:5, 6. 1 

Tim. 1:12. Acts 13:2. Rom. 10:14, 15. 1 Cor. 
9:17. 

(5) Tit. 1:9. Holding fast the faithfalword, 
as he hath been taught, that he may be able 
by sound doctrine, both to exhort and to con- 
vince the gainsayers. Tit. 2:1, 7, 8. But 
speak thoa the things that become sound 

doctrine. In doctrine showing uncorrupt- 

ness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech that 

cannot be condemned ; that he that is of the 
contrary part may be ashamed, having no 
evil thiiig to say of you. 1 Tim. 1:3. 4:16. 
2 Tim. 1:13. 1 Tim. 6:3, 4. 

(r) I Tim. 4:14. Neglect not the gift that 
is in thee, which was given thee by prophe- 
cy, with the laying on of the bands of the 

presbytery. 1 Tim, 5:22. Lay hands sud- 
dealy on no man. Heb. 6:2. Acts 13:3. 
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all things.(s) 2. To examine intothe 
Spiritual State of all the Söuls under bis 

care, and suit all his Instructions, 

enlreaties, and adraonitions, to their 

condition. In this "work is included 

the duty of a pastor.(i) 3. To study, 

pi'each the word, baptize, and adminis- 
ter the Lord's Supper. (w) 4. To do 

(s) I Tira. 4:12. Be thoa an example of 
the beltevers in wörd, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. l Pet. 
5:3, Being ensamples to the flock. Tit. 2:7. 
In all things showing thyself a pattern of 

good works. Phil. 3:1 7. 

(f) Heb. 13:17. For they watch for yonr 

soals, as they that tnust sive account. 1 

Pet. 5:2. Feed the flock of God, — taking the 

oversight thereof. 1 Tim. 4:6. If thou pat 
the breihren in remembranceof these things, 
ihou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, 
nourished up in the words of faith and of 
good doctrine. Acts. 20:28. 2 Tim. 4:2. 
Jer. 3:15. 

(u) 2 Tim. 2:15. Study to show thyself ap- 

proved unto God, a workman that needeth 

not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. I Tim. 4:15. Meditate npon ihese 
things ; give thyself wholly lo them ; that 
thy profiiing mav appear to all men. 1 Tim. 
4:13. Till 1 come, give attendance toreading, 
to exhortation, to doctrine. 2 Tim. 4:2. 
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aceording to his ability the work of an 
evangelist.(y) 5. As a stewai-d he re- 
ceives authority from Christ to rule 
the flock by the word. Therefore, he 
should neither act as alord over God's 
heritage, nor yield to the doctrines and 
wickedness of men ; but see that gos- 
pel discipline and holiness are enforc- 
ed and practiced in the church.(w) 

Preach the. word ; be instant in season, out of 
season : reprove, rebukc, exhort with all long 
sufiFering and doctrine. 2 Cor. 4:5. For we 
preach not oursclves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord. Mat. 28:19. Teach all nations, bap- 
tizingthem. -Luke 22:19. Acts 20:11. 27: 
35, 

(v) 2 Tim. 4:5. Do the work of an evan- 
geiist, make füll proof of thy ministry. Mark 
16:15. Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature. 2 Cor. 8:19. 
10:15, 16. Acts 9:32. 15:41. 

(w) Titus 1:7. Eor a bishop mnst be 
blameless, as the Steward of God. 1 Pet. 5:3. 
Neither as being lords over God's heritage. 
Titus 2:15. These things speak, and exhort, 
and rebuke with all authority. 1 Tim. 1:3, I 
besought thee to abide— at Ephesus — ihat 
thou mightest charge some that they teach 

no other doctrine. 1 Tim. 4:16. Take heed 
unto thyself, and unto the doctrine ; continne 
ia them. 1 Tim. 4:11. These things com- 
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He should assist in ordaining eiders 
and deacons, committing the things 
which he Has leamedof Godto faithful 
men, -v^ho shaJl be able to teach others 
also.(a;) The care and the salvation 
of souls being more important than ev- 
ery thing eise, he should, as far as pos- 
sible, avoid engaging in any temporal 
concerns which will divert his attention 
from his great calling, and devote him- 
self wholly to the werk, (j^) 

A deacon is a regulär or stated 
servant of the church, As the bish- 

mand and tcach. 1 Tim, 5:17'. Let the ei- 
ders that rale well be counted worthy of 
doable honor, especially they who labor in 
the Word and doctrine. Tit. 1:5. Set in Or- 
der the things that are wanting. Lake 22:25, 
26. Heb. 13.7, 17, 24. 2 Tim. 2,14.- iTim. 
4:6. 

(a:) Titas 1:5. That thou shouldest — or- 
dain elders in every city. 2 Tim. 2:2. The 
same commit thoa to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also. Acts 6:3. 6. 

{jl) 2 Tim. 2:4. No man that warreth, en- 
tangleth himself with the affairs of this life, 
that he may please him who hath chosen him 
to be a soldier. 1 Tim. 4:15. Meditate upon 
thesB things ; give thyself wholly to them : 
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ops Trere appointed to take the charge 
of souls, it is inferred that the seven 
appointed to minister to the saints 
(Acts 6:1 — 6)were deacons ; and i hat 
as the former have the oversight of the 
Spiritual concerns of the church, the 
latter have the Charge of its temporal 
affairs, particularly in servfcig the ta- 
bles of the needy.(z) Though there 
is no Scriptural evidence that serving 
the Lord's table at communion was re- 
quired of deacons, it appears that by 
common consent they have long per- 
formed ihis Service in several denom- 
inations. 

The qucdifications required in a oan- 
didate for this office are the foUowing. 
He must be sober, honest, tempei*ate, 
not desirous of unrighteous gain, hold- 
ing the mystery of the gospel in a pure 

that thy profitin<; may appear to all. Acts 
6:4. Isa 6-2:6. Ezek. 3:17—21. 

{z) Acts 6:1 — 4. When the numher of the 
disciples was muldpüed, thcve arose a mur- 
muring — becau?e thiir widows wcre neuflect- 
ed in the daily ministrarions. Then the. 
twelve — Said, Ic is not reason that we should 
leave the ■word of God, and serve tables. 
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conscifence. Being first proved he 
must be found blameless. His wife 
must also be serious, not a defamer, 
but sober and faithful in all tbings. 
He must have but one wife, and rule 
his childrenand his own house ■vvell.(a^ 
He should be a wise man and filled 
■with the Holy Spirit.(Zi) Havingbeen 
selected by the church, he should be 

Wlicrefore, brethren. look ye outaniongyou, 
seven nien of honest report — whom ye may 
appoint over this husiness. But we will give 
our^elvcs continually to ^prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word. 

(a) 1 Tim.3:S— 12. Likewise must the 
deacons be grave, not double tonsued, not 
given to mach wine, not greedy of filihy lu- 
cre; Holding the mystery of the faith in a 
pure conscience. And let thcse also first be 
proved ; then Ict them use the office of a 
deacon, bein^r found blameless. Even so 
must their wives be grave, not slanderers ; 
sober, faithful in all tbings. Let ihe deacons 
bc the husbands of one wife, ruling their chil- 
dren and thtir own house well. 

(6) Acts 6-.f!, 5. Look ye out among you 
seven men — füll of the Holy Ghost and wis- 
dom. And they chose Stephen, a man fall 
of fahh and the Holy Ghost. 
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appointed by prayer and the laying on 
of hands.(c) 

Duties of a deacon. 1. He should 
attend to the temporal wants of the 
poor members of the church, that those 
called to labor in the gospel may give 
themselves to prayer and the ministry 
of the Word. 2. As the design of bis 
appointment was that the ministry 
might be freed from temporal care, the 
inference naturally foUows that it is 
bis duty to see that their wants also 
are supplied, lest they should be com- 
pelled to leave the word of God to 
serve their own tables. 3. There be- 
ing DO other officer in the chureh to 
superintend its temporal affairs, it is 
inferred from the nature of his office 
that the deacon should attend to all the 
concerns essential to its prosperit;^, 
which do not devolve on a bishop. 4. 
From the important nature of his qual- 
ifications, it has been considered bis 
dnty to take thelead of religious meet- 
ings in the absence of the minister, 

(c) Acts 6:6. And when they had prayed, 
tbey laid their hands on them. 
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SECTioN n. OEDINANCES OF THE 

CHURCH. 

The following ordinances or insti- 
tations were appointed by Christ or 
his apostles, and are obligatory on the 
church. 

1. Christian Baptism.(d) Thisis 
the immersion of believers in water (e) 
in the name of the Father, Son, and 

{d) Eph. 4:5. One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism. As trae faith is inseparably con- 
nected with che baptism of the Spirit, and as 
■water baptism was practiced in the primitive 
church ander the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
Acts 10:5, 6, 44 — 47, it is manifest that the 
one baptism here spoken of alludes to an im.- 
mersion in water. 

(e) Col. 2:12. Buried with him in bap- 
tism, Rom. 6:4, 5. Buried with him by 
baptism. We have been planted together in 
the likeness of his death. Acts 8:38, 39. 
And they went down into the water, both 
Philip and the eunnch : and he baptized him. 
And, when they were come up out of the 
water, &c. Mat. 3:16. And Jesus, when he 
was baptized, went up straightway out of the 
water. John 3:23. And John also was bap- 
tizing in Enon, because there was much water 
there. Mark 1:5. And were all baptized of 
him in the rirer Jordan. Mat. 3:6. 1 Cor. 
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Holj Ghost,(/) in which are repre- 
sented their death to the world, the 
■wasliing of their souls from the pollu- 

10:2. 15:29. Acts 16:13, 15, 32—34:. Mr. 
Parkhurst, a Pojclobaptist, defines the Grcek 
verb hapiizo from wiiich baptize is derived, — 
" To dip, immcrse, plunge." The history of 
the cliurch shows that Immersion was the 
general practice for 1300 years afcer the apos- 
tles. The Greek church, ia whose language 
tbe New Testament was originally written, 
practice Immersion invariably to this day. 
He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved. Mark 16:16. If ihou believest with all 
thine heart thou mayest. Act.« 8:37. Then 
they that gladly received bis word were bap- 
tized. Acts 2:41. 16:33. Go teach (or dis- 
ciple) all naiioDS, baptizing them. Mat. 28: 
19. 

Note. That helievers are the onhj subjects 
of baptism, is evident from the following con- 
siderations. 1. The commission of Christ 
does not authorize his ministers to baptize 
any others. 2. The New Testament gives no 
intimation that any others were baptized. 3. 
It is admitted by all to be a sign of regenera- 
tion, or the sanctifying influence of the Spir- 
it, and ii; does not secm proper to affix a sign 
where there is no evidence that the thingsig- 
nified does really exist. 

(/) Mat. 28:19. 1 Cor. 1:13. 
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tions of sin,(5r) their resurrection to 
nevvness of life, the burial and resur- 
rection of Christ, their resurrection at 
the last day,(A) and their engagenaent 
to serve God.{i) 

2. The Lord's Sicpper is designed 
to coramemorate the sufFerings of 
Christ, and to represent, in the use of 
bread and wine, the communion which 
saints have with him, and with each 
other.(y) Every t7'ue heliever in 

(g) Col. 3:3. Ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God. Tit. 3:5. He saved 
US by the washing of regeneraiion. Heb. 
10:22. Having — our bodies washed with pure 
•water. 

(A) Col. 2:12. Buried with him in baptism, 
wherein also ye arc risen with him. Eom. 
6:4. That like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by ihe glory of the Falber, even so 
we also should walk in newness of life. 1 
Cor. 15:29. Else what shall they do which 
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not 
ät all ? why are they then baptized for the 
dead? Rom. 6:5. 

(i) Gal. 3:27. As many of von as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ. — 
Heb. 6:1,2. 

{j ) JVIat. 26:26—28. Jesus took bread, and 
blessed it, and bnake it, and gaveit to the dis- 
ciples, and said, Take, eat, tbis is iny body 
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Christ being a member of bis bod}', 
and a part of bis visible cburcb,* bas 
not only a right to partake of bis body 
and bis blood in tbe communion, but 

And he took. the cu'p, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to Ihetn, saying, Drink ye all of it : 
for this is my blood of the new testament, 
whicb is shed for niany for the reniission of 
sins. Luke 22:19. This do in remembrance 
of me. 1 Cor. 1 1:23— 26. Eor I liave receiv- 
ed of the Lord that which also I delivered 
nnto you, That the Lord Jesus, the same 
night in which he was betrayed, took bread : 
And, when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and Said, Take, eat; this is my body which 
is broken for you : This do in remembrance 
of me. After the same manner also he took 
the cup, when he had supped, saying, This 
cüp is the new testament in my blood. This 
do ye, as oft as ye drink iü, in remembrance 
of me. For as often as ye eat this brcad, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death 
tili he come. 1 Cor. 10:16. The cup of bless- 
ing which we bless, is it not the communion 
of the blood of Christ ? the bread which we 

* Itis the usnal practice of cur connexion, 
at the time of communion, to invite all 
Christians of good standing in any evangeli- 
cal cliurch, to partake with us j as, in gener- 
al, such persons only are known as " true be- 
lievers." 
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is under Obligation thus to commemo- 
rate bis death.(Ä)* 

break, is it not the commnnion of tbe body 
of Christ ? Luke 14:22—24. 

(k) Eph. 1:22,23. And gave him to be the 
head over all things to the church, which is 
bis body. 1 Cor. 10:17. For we, being many, 
are one bread and one body ; for we are all 
partakers of that one bread. Col. 1:24. Acts 
2:42. 20:7. 



* Washing the Saints' feei. At cur fifth 
General Conference, holden at Wilton, Me., 
in October, 1831, this subjectwas considered ; 
and, after it bad been barmonionsly discnssed, 
the foUowing memorandnm and agreement 
were made, viz. " Whereas the snbject of 
•washing the saints' feet bas produced no 
small exciteraent among Christians of oar^ 
denomination, some chnrcbes and individual 
members believing that they have snfiBcient 
evidence from the New Testament to Warrant 
the practice as an ordinance of the gospel, 
while other churches and individual mem- 
bers have no evidence that satisfies their minds 
of its having been practised by the apostles : 

" 7. Agreed, therefore, that all persons in 
connection with us have a free and lawfal 
right to wash feet or not, as may best answer 
their consciences to God ; neither the Per- 
formance or neglect of which shoald cause a 
breach of Christian fellowship." 
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3. Public worship. This is that 
Service which the church or its mem- 
bers publicly render to God agreeably 
to bis word.(m) Hearing the gospel 
signifies " listening, attending to, and 
obeying" the revealed will of God, as 

{m) Heb. 10:25. Notforsaking the assem- 
bling of ourselves together — but exhorting 
one another. Acts 3:1. Now Peter and Joha 
wentup togeiher into the temple at the hour 
of prayer. Acts. 16:13. And on the Sab- 
bath, we went out of the city by a river side, 
•where prayer was wont to be made. 1 Thess. 
5:11. Wherefore, comfort yourselves togeth- 
er, and edify one another, eren as also ye do. 
Heb. 3:13. But exbort one another daiiy, 
"while itis called to-day. 1 Cor. 14:31. For 
ye may all prophesy one by one, that all niay 
learn, and all may be comforted. 1 Cor. 
14:3.5. But he that prophesieth speaketh un- 
to men to edification, and exbortation, and 
comfort. I would that ye all — prophesied. 
Acts 2:18. And on my servants, and on my 
hand-maidens, I will pour out in those days 
of my Spirit ; and they shall prophesy. Phil. 
4:6. In everything by prayer and supplica- 
tion, with ihanksgiving, let your requests be 
made known unto God. Col. 3:16. Teach- 
ingand admonishing one another in psalms, 
and hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with 
gracei in joi^r }iearts tp the Lord> Eph. 4:11 
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contained in the Scriptures, and preach- 
ed by his ministers.(n) 

SECTION Iir. — DUTIES OF THB 
CHUKCH. 

The duty of the church is that Obli- 
gation which the revelation of God en- 
joins upon it, coUectively, or as indi- 
viduals, for the manifestation of his 
manifold wisdom,(o) the perfection of 

—14. Mat. 18:20. 1 Cor. 11:1S,20. Acts 4:31. 
11:26. 15:25. 12:5. Eph. 6:18. 1 Thess. 4:18. 
Eom. 12:6. Corapare Acts 1:13, 14, with 2:1, 
4. Luke 2:36— 38. Eph. 5:19. Mark 14:26. 

(ra) Mat. 7:24. Whosoever heareth these 
sayings of miae and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise man. 1 John 4:6. He tbat 
knoweth God, heareth ns ; he that is not of 
God, heareth not ns. James 1:22. Bat be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearei's only, de- 
ceiving.yoarown selves. Mark 4:24. Take 
heed what ye hear : — and unto you that hear 
shall more be given. Bom. 10:14,17. — And 
how shall they hear without a preacher 1 So 
then, faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. James 1:25. Bom. 2: 
13. 

(o) Eph. 3:10, 11. To the intent that now 

ante the principalities and powersin heaven- 

ly places might be known, bj the church, the 

manifold wisdom of God. According to tho 

7 
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the saints,(p) and the conversion of the 
World {q) in this Obligation are in- 
cluded the obscrvance of the ten com- 
mandments,(r) entire obedience to the 
influences of the Spirit, (s) to the 

eternal puipose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

(p) Eph. 4:11 — 13. And he gave some, 
apostles , and some, prophets ; and some, evan- 
gelisis; and some, pastors and tCMchcrs; for 
the perfeciinf: of the saints, — for the edifying 
of the hody of Christ; tili we all come in 
the unity of the faiih, and of the knowledoe 
of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ 

{q) Mat. 5:16. Let yonr light so shine he- 
fore men, that they may sce your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
Eom. 16:26. Mark 16:15. Mat. 5:13. 

(r) Mat. 5:17, 19. Think not that I am come 
to destroy the law, — I am not come to de- 
stroy, but to fulfil. Whosoever, therefore, 
shall break oneof theseU-ast commandments, 
and shall teach men so, he shall be ealied 
Icast in the kinjidom of heaven. Bat whoso- 
ever shalldo and teach them, the same shall 
be callcd great in ttie kingdom of heaven. 
Luke 23:56. And rested ihe Sabhath day ac- 
ci rding to the commandmcnt. Mat. 22:37 — ■■ 
40, Mark 10:19. Rom. 13:8—10, 
(3)1 TbesSk 5:19. Qaencb not the Spirit. 
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institutions of tlie gospel, and to all the 
Instructions and precepts of the Scrip- 
tures.(i)* Among the latterare the i'ol- 
lowing particular requirements : Chris- 
tian fellowship, (u) secret and family 

Eph. 4:30. Grieve not ihe Holy Spirit. Rom. 
8:1. There is — no condenination lo them 
which are in Christ. Jesus, who walk not af- 
ter the flesh. but afier the Spirir. Gal. 5:16. 

(t) John 5:3. For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commancinicnts : and bis 
commandments arenotgricvous. IWat. 19:17. 
— But if thtm wilt entcr into li.'^e, keep the 
commandments. Mat. 5:48. Be ye, therefore, 
perfect, even as j'ourFather which is in heav- 
en is perfect. James 1:4 — That ye ma}' be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing:. 2 John 
6 Isa. 8:20. 1 Cor. 7:19. John 14:21. Eccl. 
12:13. 

(u) 1 John 1:7. Bat if we walk in the ligbt, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another. Acts 2:42. And they contin- 
ned steadfdstly in the apostles' docirine and 
fellowship. Eph. 5:11. And have no fellow- 

* The ceremonial and iypical parts of the 
law' of Moses pointed to the Coming of Christ, 
and were fulfilled by him and abrojiated whea 
he naiied to his cross the hand-wriiing of or- 
dinances that was against ns. Of course, the 
ceremonial law, though instructive, is not 
now obligatory on the church. 
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prayer(2;)domestic and social iiiüe3,(w) 

ship with the unfruitful works of darkness, 
but rather reprove them. 1 Joha 1:3. Phil. 
1:5. 

(y) Mat 6:6. Bat tliou when thou prayest, 
enter into thy closet ; and when thou 'hast 
shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is ia 
secret ; and thy Father, which seeth in secret, 
will reward thee openly. Luke 6:12. Dan. 6:10. 
Acts 10:9. Jer. 1 0:25. Pour out thy fury up- 
on the famllies ihat call not on thy name. 
Acts 10:2,30. A devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his house, — and prayed 
to God alway. And Cornelius said, Four 
days ago Iwas fasting nntil this hour; and 
at the ninth hour I prayed in my house. Ps. 
55:17. Evening, and morning, and at noon 
will I pray, and cry aloud. The patriarchs 
and the inasters of'thefamilies in Israel, built 
an altar wherever the}' cast atent; how mach 
more, then, should the heads of Christian 
families statedly maintain the wbrship of God 
in their liouses 1 No man can well bring up his 
children in the fear and discipline of the Lord, 
without constantly reading the Scriptnres, 
and praying in his family. 

(w)Eph. 5:25. Husbands, loveyourwives, 
even as Christ also loved the church, and 
gave himself for it. Col.3:19. Husbands, love 
your wives, and be not bitter against them; 
Eph. 5:28. So inen ought to loveHheir^vives 
as iheir ownbodies: he that loveth his wife 
loveth himself. Col. 3:18. Wives, saboiit 
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"watchfulness, ( a; ) administering to 

yourselves «nto your own husbands, as it is 
fit in the Lor<1. Eph. 5:24. As the church is 
subject unto Christ, so let the -wives be to 
their own husbands in everythiiig. 1 Pet. 3: 
1. Eph. 6:4. Eathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath : but bring them np in the nur- 
tnre and admonition of the Lord. Col. 3:21. 
Eathers, provoke not your children to anger 
lest they be discouraged. Gen. 18:19. T know 
him, that he will command bis children and 
bis hodsehold after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord. Colossiaiis 3:20. Chil- 
dren, obey 3'our parenis in all things ; for 
this is well pleasing nnto the Lord. Eph. 
6:1, 2, 5, 9. Children, obey your parents in ihe 
Lord : for this is right. Honor thy father and 
mother. Scrvants, be obedienl to your mas- 
ters — in singleness of jour beart, as nnto 
Christ. And, ye masters, do the same things 
nnto them, forbearing threatening, knowing 
that yonr Master also is in heaven : neither 
is there respect of persons witb him. Col. 3: 
22. Servants, obey in all things your mas- 
ters : — not with eye service, as men-pleasers ; 
bat in singleness of heart, fearing God. Eph. 
5:21. Submittinfj yourselves one lo anoiher 
in the fear of God. Eom. 12:10. Be kindly 
aiFeclioncd one to another with brothcrly 
love: jn honorprefcrring one another. Col. 3: 
13. Forbearing one another, and forgiving 

{x) See page 102. 
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the necessities of the poor and 
afflicted,(y) the support of those that 

ono another, if any man have a quarrel against 
any ; evcn as Christ forj^ave you, so also do 
ye. Kom. 12;1S. If it be possible, as much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably wiih all men. 
Mat. 5:-14. Love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to thetn that hate 
you, and pray forthem which despitefully use 
you, and persecute yoa. Mark 11:25,26. — 
Forgive if ye have aui^ht. against any; that 
your Father also which is in heaven may for- 
give you your trespasse«. But if ye do not 
forgive neithcr will your Father which is in 
heaven forgive your trespasses. Rom. 12:20. 
If thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, 
give him drink. Tit. 3:1. Put thera in mind to 
be suhject to principaiities and po\vers,to obey 
magistrates, to be ready to every good work. 

(x) Mark 1.3:-37. What I say unto you, I 
say unto all, Watch. Mat. 26:41. Watch and 
pray, that ye enier not into tomptation. 1 
Cor. 16:1.3. Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, 
quit you like men, be strong. 1 Per. 4:7. Be 
ye therefore sober and watch unto prayer. I 
Pet. 5:8. Be sober, be vigilant; becnuseyour 
adversavy the devil, as a roaring lion, walk- 
eth ahout, seeking whom he may dcvnur. 

((/) Luke 18:22. Seil all thou hast, and 
distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven. Mat. 19:21. Prov. 28:27. 
He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack. 
Pror. 19:17. He that hath pity upon the. poor 
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preacb the gospel, (z) atid the 

lendeth unto the Lord; and that whieh he 
hntli jiivun will he piiy liiin again. Luke 11: 
41. But rather frive alms of such things as 
ye have. Luke 12:33. Seil that ye ha ve, and 
give alras. Deur. 15:7. U. Thnu shalt not — 
shüt thine hanil frora thy poor brother. Tor 
the pnor shall never cease out of the land; 
theri.'fbre I command thee, saying, Thoa shalt 
open thine band wide ui^to thy brother to 
thy poor, and to thvneedy, in thy land. John 
l-i:6. R »m. 15:26. Gitl. 2:10. 1 Cor. 16:1, 2. 
James 1:27. Pure religion and undefiled be- 
f >re God and the Father, is ihis, to visit the 
fatherle^s and widows in their afflictions, &c. 
Mat. 25:36. Naked and yeciothed me; I was 
sick, and ye visited me ; I was in prison, and 
ye came unto nie. l Tim. 5:10. If «he have 
relieved the afflicted. Acts 6:1. Phil. 4: 14. 
(z) Mat. 10:9. 10. Provide neither gold, 
nor silver.norbrass in your purses : Nor scrip 
for ynur journey, neither two coats, neither 
shoes, nor yet stavcs: for the workman is 
worthy of his meat. Luke 10:7. For the 
laborer is wortby of his hirc. 1 Cor. 9:4, 6, 
11, 13, 14. Have we not power to eat and to 
drink 1 Have we not power to forbear work- 
in<; 1 Who goeth a warfare at any time at 
his own charge-s ? who plante:b a vinevnrd, 
and ea! etil not. of the fruit thereof? or who 
feedeih a flock, and eateih not of the milk of 
the flock ? Say I these things as a man 1 or 
saith not the law the same also 1 For it ia 
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exercise of churcli discipline.fa) 

•written in fhe law of Moses, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the month of the ox that treadeth out 
the com. Por our sakes, no doubt this is 
■written. If we have sown unto you spiritual 
things, is it a great thing if we shall reap 
your carnal things ? Do ye not know that 
they which minister about holy things live of 
the things of the temple ? and they which 
■wait at ihe altar arepartakers with the altar"? 
Even so hath the Lord ordained, that they 
which preach the gospel should live of the . 
gospel. Gal. 6:6. Let him that is tanght in 
the word, communicate unto him that teach- 
eth in all good things. 2 Cor. 11:8, 9. Irob- 
bed other churches, tabing wages of them to 
do you Service. For that which was lacking 
to me the brethren which came from Mace- 
donia supplied. Deut. 12:19. Phil. 4:16, 
18. 

(a) Mat. 18:15—17. Moreover, if thy broth- 
er shall trespass against thee, go and teil 
him his fault between thee and him alone : if 
he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy broth- 
er. Bat if he will not hear thee, then take 
■with thee one or two more, that in the inouth 
of two or three witnesses every word maybe 
established. And if he shall neglect to hear 
them, teil it nnto the chnrch : bnt if he neg- 
lect to hear the church, let him be unto thee 
as a heathen man and a publican. 1 Tim. 5: 
20. Them that sin rebuke before all, Gal. 6: 
: I. Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Deatk. 

The bodies of men being subject to 
the calamities of the fall, allhavedied, 

ye which are spiritual, restore such a one in 
the spirit of meekness. 2 Thess. 3:6. Now 
we command yon, hrethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves from every brother that walketh disor- 
derly, and iiot afterthe tradition which yere- 
ceivcdofus. James 5:16. Confessyonr fanlts 
one to another, and pray one for another. 1 
Cor. 5:11, 13. But now I have written tinto 
you not to keep Company, if any man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetoas, 
or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner ; with such an one no not to 
eat. Therefore put away from among yonr- 
selves thatwicked person. Rom. 16:17. Mark 
them which cause divisions and oflPences, con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye have learned ; 
and avoid them. 2 John 10. If there come 
any nnto you and bring not this doctrine, 
receive him not into your hoase, neither bid 
him God speed. Titas 3:10. A man thatis 
a heretie, after the first and second admoni- 
tion, reject. 1 Tim. 5:19. Against an eider 
receive not an accusatlon, but before two or 
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or will die, excepting Enoch, Elijah, 
and tke saints tJiat shall be on the earth 
at the last day.(H) But the soul, spir- 
it, or the immalerial part, survives the 
dissolution of the body, and iramediate- 
ly after death enters a State of happi- 
ness or misery.(Z») 

three witnesses. 2 Cor. 2:6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. 5: 
4,5. 1 Tim. 1:20. 6:3—5. 

(a) Rom. 5:12. By one man, sin eiitered 
into the world, and death by sin ; and so 
death passed upon all men. Heb. 9:27. It is 
appointed unto men once to die. Heb. 11: 
5. Enoch was translared that he should not 
See death. 2 Kinirs 2:11. There appeaied a 
chariot of fire and horscs of fire, — and Elijah 
went up by a whirhvind into heaven. 1 Thess. 
4:17. Then we which are alive and remain, 
shall be canght up toojeiher with them in the 
clonds, to meet the Lord in the air. 1 Cor. 
15:52. Ps. 89:48. Eccl. 8:8. 

(6) Eccl. 12:7. Then shall the dust return 
to the earth as it was ; and the spirit shall 
return unto God who gave ir. Luke 2.3:43. 
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto 
thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in para- 
dise. Phil. 1:23. Havinjr a desire to dcpart, 
and to be witli Christ, wiiidi is far hetter. — 
Mat. 17:3. And behold, there appenred unto 
them Moses and Elias, talking with him. 
Mat. 22:31, 32. Have ye not read that — I am 
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CHAPTER XV. 

The Hemrrection, 

As tlie transgression of Adam secur- 
ed temporal death to all his posterity, 
so the obedience and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ render it certain that the /> 
bodies of all raen will be raised from 

the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and tho God of Jacob 1 God is not the God 
of the dead.butof the living. Acts 7:59. And 
they stoned Stephen, caliing upon God, and 
sayinir, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. üev. . 
6:9. I ,sa\v ander ihe alrar, the .souls of them 
that were slain foi' ihe word of God. and for 
the tesiimony which they held. Mat. 10:-28. 
Fear not them which kill the body. but are 
not able to kill the soul. 2 Cor. 5:8. We are 
— willin«? rather to he ahsent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord. Luke 16: ' 
22, 23, 24. The bcggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham's hosom : the 
rieh man also died, and was buried ; and in 
hell he lifted iip his eyes, bcinj? in torments, 
and seeih Abraliam afar oif, and Lazarus in 
his bosotn. And he cried, and Said. Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me ; and send Laz- 
arus, that he may dip the tip of his fiager in 
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the dead(a). The doctrine of theres- 

water and cool my tongue ; for I am torment- 
ed in this flame. Jude 7. Sodom and Go- 
morrali — are set forth for an example, suffer- 
inj? the vengeance of eternal fire. 

(a) 1 Cor. 15:21, 22. Eor since by man 
came death, by man came also the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be niade alive. 1 
Cor. 15:13 — 19. But if there be no resurrec- 
tion of the dead, then is Christ not risen. 
And if Christ be not risen, then is our preach- 
in<r vain, and your faith is also vain. Yea, 
and we are found false witnesses of God ; be- 
cause we have testificd of God, that he raised 
up Christ; whom he raispd not up, if so be 
that the dead rise not. Por if the dead rise 
not, then is not Christ raised ; and if Christ 
be not raised, your faith is vain ; ye are yet 
in your sins. Then they also which are fall- 
en asleep in Christ are perished. If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of 
all men most miserable. Acts 24:15. There 
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of 
the just and unjust. Job 19:25,26. Fori 
know that my Redeenier liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the lafter day npon the earth : 
And though, after my skin, worms destroy 
this hody, yet in my flesh shall I see God. 
Isa. 26:19. Thy dead men shall live, together 
with my dead body shall thev arise. Mat. 22: 
30. Acts 26:8. John 5:28, 29. 2 Tim. 2:18. 
Acts 26:8. Rom. 8:11. 
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urrection is not only taught in the 
Scriptures, but it is intimated in the 
natural world.(&) The saints will be 
raised in the likeness of Christ ; but 
the wicked will awake unto shame and 
everlasting contempt.fc^ 

(6) Job 14:7, 14, 15. Eor there is hope of a 
tree, if it be eut down, that it will sprout agaia 
and that the tender branches thereof will not 
cease. If a man die shall he live again 1 All 
the days of my appointed time will I wait, 
tili my change come. Thou shalt call, andl 
will answer tliee : thou wilt have a desire to 
the workof thine hands. 1 Cor. 15:36. That 
■which thou sowesfc is not quickened, exeept 
it die. 

(c) Phil. 3:21. Who shall change our vile 
body, that it may be fashioned like unto bis. . 
glorious body. 1 Cor. 15:53. For this 
corrupiible must put on incorruption, and 
this mortal must put on imraortality. l 
John 3:2. But we know, that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him. Ps. 17:15. 
I shall be satisfie^d, when I awake with thy like- 
ness. Dan. 12:2. And many of them that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. John 5:28, 29. 
The hour is Coming, in the which all that are 
in the grave shall hear bis voice. and shall 
comeforth; they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of lifo; and they that have 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

The General Judgment. 

As raen do not receive the due re- 
ward of all iheir deeds in this life,* 
there will be a general judgment, when 
time and raan's probation will close for- 

done evil unto the resurrection ofdamnation. 
Mat. 25:32—46. 



* That the impenitent are not punished in 
thjs life according to their sins is manifest 
from the tbllowing considerations. 1. When 
a person commits suicide in snch a manner 
that life is closed withoui affording any tirae 
fpr repentance, or when one dies in a State of 
intoxication, it is impossibie that he shouUl 
have been punished for his last crime, since 
no just povernment can punish a sin before it 
is commiited. 2. All men have not comple- 
ted the work of their iniquity at the time of 
their dissolution. But their examples, and 
their writings, üke those of Paine and Vol- 
taire, still remain to tili up the cup of their 
iniquity. 3. Such is the magnitude of the 
sinner's transgressions, that the punishments 
of this life are not adequate to his great guilt. 
4 Punishment in this life is ncither equal 
nor proportionate to crime, because tbose 
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ever.(a) Then all men will be judg- 
ed according to tht^r wo rks :(h) the 

who are the niost wicked do not receive the 
most pimishmenr. The wicked often flounsh 
" like the grcen bay tree" — " they are not in 
trouble as other inen," and to oneit was said, 
" Tboii in ihy life time receivedst thy good 
things." 5. The docirine of future rewaids 
and punishments is expressly tauglit in the 
Holy Scriptures, as will appeixr fVom thefol- 
lowing quotations. 

(a)Acts 17:51. Because he hath appoint- 
ed a day in which he will jadge the worid in 
righteousncss by that man whom he hath or- 
dained. 2 Pet. 2:9. The Lord knowcth how 
— to rcserve the unjust nnto the day of judg- 
mentto be panished. Mar, 11:24. Itshall be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the 
day of judgment, than for thce. 2 Pet. 3:7. 
Bui thi' heavens and the earth, which are now, 
by ihe same word are kept in störe, reserved 
unto fire, against the day of jndüment and 
perdition of ungodiy men. Jude 6. And the 
angels whiuh kept not their first estate — he 
hath reserved in evcrlasting chains under 
darkness,unio the judgment of the great day, 
Eev. 10:6. There shouid be time no longer. 
1 Cor. 15:24. Then coineth the end. when he 
shull have delivered up the kingdom to God, 
even the Fatber. Mat 12:41.42. 25:31,32. 
1 John 4:17. 2 Pet. 3:11, 12. Eev. 20:11, 
12 

(6) 2 Cor. 5:10. For we xnust all appear 
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righteous will enter into eternal life,(c) 

beforethejadgmentseatof Christ: thatevery 
one'may receive the things done in bis body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it be 
good or bad. Born. 2:16. In the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men, by Jesus 
Christ, according to my gospel. EccI. 11:9. 
For all these things God will bring thee into 
judgment. Eccl. 12:4. For God shall bring 
every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it ba 
evil. Mat. 12:36. Every idle word that men 
shall speak, they shall give aecount thereof 
in the day of judgment. Eev. 20:13. And the 
sea gave up ihe dead which were in it ; and 
death and hell delivered up the dead which 
were in them : and they were judged every 
man according to their works. Rom. 2:6. 
Who will render to every man according to 
hisdeeds. Eom. 2:7—9. 14:10. 12. Eccl. S: 
17. 

(c) Mat. 25:34, 46. Then shall the King 
say unto them on his right band, Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom, 
prepared for you from the foundation of tbe 
World. The righteous [shall go] into life eter- 
nal. 2Pet. 1:11. For so an entrance shall 
be ministered unto you abundantly, into the 
everlasting kingdom of cur Lord and Savior ' 
Jesus Christ. Rev. 3:12. Him that overcom- 
eth will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God. 1 Thessi 4:17. So shall weever be 
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and the wicked will go intq a State of 
endless punishment.(f?) 

with the Lord. Eom. 6:22. Eev. 1:6. 3:4. 
Col. 3:4, 

{d) Mat. 25:41, 46. Then shall he say also 
unto them on the left hand, Depart frpm rae, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and bis augels. And these shall go 
away into everlasting punishment. 2 Thess. 
1:9. Who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruciion frora the presence of the Lord, 
aiark 3:29. Bat he that shall blaspheme 
against the Holy Ghosr. hath never forgive- 
ness, but is in danger of eternal damnation. 
Mark 9:44. Their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not qnenched. Jude 7. Even as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, — are set forth for an exam- 
ple, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. — 
Kev. 14:11. And the smoke of tlieir torment 
ascendeth up for ever and ever. John 8:21. 
Kev. 20:10, 15. 21:8,27. 22:11. Mat. 13:41, 
42. Ps. 9:17. 11:6. 

Remarks. That the sonl of man is im- 
mortal and will exist eternally is evident 
from the following propositions. 1. It was 
originally made in the image of God, and 
was called aliving soul. 2. It has the control 
of the body, and can exist independently 
from the body. 3. It possesses boandless 
capaeities and desires, which cannot be filled 
with the things of this life. 4. It is capable 
of thinking, Iias a sense of right and wrong, 
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feels the stings of guilt, and has a conscions- 
ness of the providence and justice of God. — 
5. As it is immaterial,it isnotsubject to cor- 
Tuption, conseqaentlj it is imperishable. 6. 
The Scriptares teach the doctrine of eternal 
rewards and punishments, and, of conrse, the 
Soul mast exist forever and ever. See the 
preceding qaotations. 
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION. 



At tlie Thirteenth. Session of the General 
Conference of the Free-woU Baptists of North 
America, heldin Sutton, Vt., in Oct., 1847, a 
committee was appointed to revise the publish.- 
ed nsages of the denomination. Said commit- 
tee reported a draft for a revised edition of 
those usages, which was accepted by the Gen- 
eral Conference, and referred to another com- 
mittee for farther revisal and preparation for 
the press. This committee have attended to 
the dnty assigned them, and submit the fol- 
lowing, which they believe to be a fair exposi- 
tion of the practices which prevail at the pres- 
ent time in the denomination. It will be per- 
ceived that no alteration has taken place in 
the principlcs, doctrine er polity of the denom- 
ination, since the publication of the previous 
edition. Since that event, however, their us- 
ages havebecomemorethoroughly systematiz- 
ed, as has beeil evinced from time to timein the 
acts of the various sessions of the General 
Conference, to which the committee have had 
a special reference in preparing this work. In 
its present form this work is designed to be 
not only an exponent of the practices of our 
beloved connexion to those who are not per- 
sonally acquainted %vith them, but also a con- 
venient tcxt book for the church member, and 
a manual for the Clerks of churches, Q. M's 
and y. M's. 



It is confidently believed thatthe Confession 
of Faith, which may be foundin the sixth chap- 
ter, is as good an embodiment of Scriptiure 
doctrine as can be found in the same compass 
in the English language or any other, andmll 
be found, together with the Covenant, a great 
convenience in organizing churches: and 
"would all the churcnes throughout the con- 
nexion adopt them, and thus secure a unifor- 
mity in the principlesof their Organization, we 
believe it wonld greatly tend to the glory of 
God, and become, to the various branches of 
our denomination, the medium through which 
they should see eye to eye. The committee 
also believe that the " forms" and tables, which 
have been prepared at no small expense of 
time and labor, will prove an almost invalua- 
ble aid to all who may consult them. Should 
these forms be carefully consulted by Clerks, 
an incalculable amount of perplexity would be 
saved, from year to year, which now occurs in 
relation to our statistics. And should the 
work be thoroughly studied by ministers and 
church members, we confidently believe it 
would be found to contain plam, practical 
hints, which would fumish a Solution to many 
a difficult question in church labor. 

A perfect uniformity of practice, of course, 
does not prevail in all our churches — therefore 
the committee have been sometimes under the 
necessity of choosing, among difFerent cus- 
toms, the onc which they deem most advisa- 
ble, keeping in mind an action of the last Ses- 
sion of the General Conference, which is as 
follows : 

"Rp.snlved, That the usages which have just been 
adopted, are not published as the invariable rule of 
every church, neither as a codo of laws, but as 
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flhowing the preVailing practice of tbe denomina- 
tion, wbich we hereby commend to all the 
ciiurcbes." Committes or BKTiiion. 

June 14, 1848. 



PEEFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 

It seems impossible for any lawgiver, how- 
ever wise, to make all the regulations, which, 
in tlie mutability of human affairs, are neces- 
sary for Ms subject. General principles axe all 
that can be unalterably fixed. Hence some 
thin^s are necessarily left for particular com- 
munities to regulato aceording to their pecul- 
iar circumstances. It is, hovrever, requiied of 
such communities that their regulations be in 
perfeet accordance with the general laws under 
■which they act. Our national govemment 
could not well regulate all the internal con- 
cems of the States, nor the individual States 
wisely direct all the afiairs of the düferent 
towns. Neither do the Scriptures profess to 
give all the particular rules which maybe nec- 
essary to all parts of the church in the differ- 
ent places and ages of the world. Many ex- 
amples might be brought from the Scriptures 
to demonstrate the truth of this propusition, 
but two or three may suffice. Our Lord broke 
the bread and poured the cup, and command- 
ed his disciples to do the same. But had a 
rule been given requiring the precept to be 
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practiced on particular days, änd at stated 
times, local circumstahces in many instances 
•wouldhave rendered obedience inconvenient 
or impracticable. The Scripture saith, " For- 
sake not the assembling of yourselves togeth- 
er." But had a command been given, show- 
ing how often a cburch should come together, 
it could not have been well adapted to all con- 
gregations, times and seasons. Christ institut- 
ed the visible church, and the apostles plant- 
ed churches ; members were received and ex- 
cluded, but no rule is given as to the particu- 
lar method used in their reception or rejection. 
Hence, though the church has a periect law 
in relation to the doctrine of Christ, and the 
general principles of practice, it is. manifestly 
the duty of every religious Community to make 
such local and temporary regulations as, in 
their peculiar circumstances, are necessary to 
secure obedience to the perfect law by which 
they are to be governed. In relation to the 
kind of Obligation just named, the apostle in- 
quires of the church at Corinth,^" Doth" not" 
"even nature itself teach. you ?" 1 Cor. J11^14. — 
"Änd CEnst"~säys7'""Yeä, and wliy cven of 
yourselves judge ye not what is right ?" Luke 
12:57. Again, Paul says to the church at Cor- 
inth, " Do ye not know that tlie saints shall 
judge the world, and if the world shall bejudg- 
ed by you, are ye unworthy to judge the 
smallest matters ?" 1 Cor. 6 2. And Peter, 
speaking to the saints in general, says, " Yea, 
all of yoube subject one to another." 1 Pet. 
6:5. 



ÜSAGES, ETC. 

CHAPTER L 
THE CflURCH. 

SECTION I. ORGANIZATION. 

When several believers wish to be- 
come a chnrch in connection with the 
F. W. Baptist denomination, they send 
a request to ä Quarterly Meeting for a 
Council ; or they select a Council tliem- 
selves, consisting of rainisters, or minis- 
ters and laymen. The Council, on meet- 
ing them, proceed in the following 
manner, viz. : 

1. After prayer the Council organ- 
ize by choosing a chairman and secre- 
tary. 

2 The Council then ascertain the 
number of individuals, who desire to 
be organized into a church, receive and 
read their letters of dismission from 
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other churches, or obtain the evidence 
of their Christian character and eligi- 
bility to church membership. 

It is then ascertained that perfect 
Christian fellowship exists among them 
all. 

3. The Council read the doctrinal 
views of the F. W. Baptists, which 
are contained in the Treatise on their 
Faith,* and ascertain that all the can- 
didates agree with those sentiraents. 

4. A Covenant is then read and 
adopted by the candidates. 

5. Inquiry is then made in relation 
to their ability and prospects for sus- 
taining regulär preaching. If this ex- 
amination prove satisfactory to the 
Council, and if in their opinion it would 
be for the glory of God to organize 
theminto a church, the Council proceed 
to the Organization as follows : . 

(1.) The candidates arise andjoin 
their hands together. 

* If considered preferable, for the sake of 
brevity, the " Confession of Faith " may be 
read, which may be found in Chap. 6, Sect. 
1, of tfaia work. 
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(2.) One of the Council gives them 
the band of fellowship in behalf of tbe 
Council, and acknowledges them as a 
Christian cburcb, organized according 
to the usages of the Free- will Baptist 
denomination. 

(3.) A consecrating prayer is then 
offered and foUowed by a song of praise 
to God. 

(4.) The church then proceed (the 
chairman of the Council presiding) to 
make choiee of a standing clerk, whose 
duty it is to keep a book of records, 
containing the names of all the mem- 
bers and all the votes of the church. 
A pastor is also elected, who presides 
as moderator in the meetings of the 
church.* 

Generally on these occasions a ser- 
mon is preached, or an address is giv- 
en to the church by one of the counciL 
When a pastor is chosen at the orgaii- 

* When it is not convenient for a church 
to elect a pastor at its Organization, or when 
the office of pastor hecotnes vacant in any 
church, a member of the churcli is selected 
for moderator tili a pastor is obtained. 
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ization, some Services appropriale to 
the recognitiori of that important rela- 
tion are performed by the Council.* 

SECTION II. OFFICERS OF THE 
CHURCH. 

The regulär officers of a Free-will 
Baptist church are a pastor, two or 
more deacons, a clerk and treasurer. 
A Standing comraittee, or committee 
of discipline for the proseeution of la- 
bors in the church, and an examining 
committee to examine candidates for 
membership, and to make inquiries rel- 
ative to their characters, are also chos- 
en in some churches. 

The pastor, clerk and deacons usu- 
ally hold their offices tili they are dis- 

* Note 1. It is contrary to the usage of 
the denomination for ministers to assist in 
the Organization of a church cpmpösed of 
disaffected raembers, wiihin the limits of an- 
other church which is in gopd Standing in 
the denomination. . . 

Note 2. When individuals are so sitüated 
that it is inconvenient for them tb enjoy ördi- 
nary church Privileges, iheybecome connect- 
ed with some church as a brauch, "maintain- 
ing separate prayer, Conference meietings, &c 
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missed by the church or removed by 
death. 

SECTION III. GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CHURCH. 

Every Free-will Baptist church 
is an independent body so far as it re- 
lates to its ovvn government, the trans- 
action of its own business, the choice 
of its officers, and the discipline of its 
members. 

SECTION IV. ON RECEIVING AND 
DISMISSING MEMBERS. 

All persons who become members 
of the church are received by a 
unanimous vote. On making a pro- 
fession of religion, the candidate is 
required to give satisfactory evidence 
of having experienced a change of 
heart by the Spirit of God; and 
must receive the ordinance of bap- 
tism. Persons who are members of oth- 
er evangelical churches, and who have 
been baptized, are received by vote, on 
presenting a letter of commendation 
irom the churches to which they belong. 
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The band of fellowship is given to all 
who join the church by the pastor, or 
by some ordained minister of the de- 
nomination, when the church has no 
pastor. 

2i It is contrary to F. W. Baptist^ 
usages for any church to receive an 
individual who has been expelled from 
a sister church, unlesssatisfactionshall 
first be made to the church from which 
such individual has been expelled. 

3. It is also considered improper to 
receive a member who has been ex- 
pelled from a church of any other 
evangelical denomination, until suita- 
ble reparation has been made by such 
member. 

4. When a member in good Stand- 
ing removes from the limits of the 
church to which he belongs, or wishes 
to unite with another evangelical de- 
nomination, he applies to the church 
for a letter of commendation, which is 
given by a vote of the church. "When 
Said church is duly notified of his con- 
nection with another church, he is no 
longer considered amember of the for- 



FBEE-WILI. BAPTIST COKKEXION. 13 

mer. This notice is given by the clerk 
of the cliurch with which said meinber 
unites.* 

SECTION V. MEETINGS OP THE 
CHURCH. 

1. Every well regulated cliurch has 
a pastor and maintains the public wor- 
ship of God on the Sabbath. 

2. A regulär morfthly Conference is 
usually established in each church, at 
which the several members, when prac- 
ticable, are expected to be present and 
speak to each other of their religious 
exercises, and renew their covei-ant 
with God and each other. 

3. A church meeting for the trans- 
action of business is appointed to be 
holden at such stated times as the 
church may deem advisable. Special 
meetings are held as occasion requires. 

4. In many churches classes are or- 

* Note. It is considered contrary to onr 
nsages for members to receive letters of dis- 
mission or commendation unless they intend 
to conneet themselves with another evangel- 
ical church. 
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ganized, comppsed of churcli members 
and others, and led by such brethren 
as have been appointed by the church 
or chosen by the class for the purpose. 
These meetings are usually held week- 
ly, and are free for any person to at-. 
tend. AU members present are re- 
quested to give an account of their re- 
ligious enjoyment, &c., anxious per- 
sons are conversed with by the class- 
leader and prayed for. These classes 
are usually reported at the church 
meeting by the class-Ieaders. 

5. A meeting for prayer and Confer- 
ence is generally held in each church, 
once a week or oftener, in which any 
Christian or any inquirer for salvatipn 
has liberty to speak or pray. 

6, The church usually partake of 
the Lord's Supper once in two months, 
or oftener.* 

* Note. The following vote was passed 
by ihe General Conference in 1847, viz. : 

" It is earnestly recommended by the Thir- 
teenth General Conference of the Free-will 
Bapiists that the churches of onr denominar 
tion celebrate the Lord's Sappec once a 
month where it is practicable," 
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Section vi. Connection of the 
church with the quarteblt 

Meeting-. 

1. Every church in order tobe con- 
nected with the Free-will Baptist de- 
nomination must become a member of 
some Q. M. in the denomination. The 
objects for which churches unite to- 
gether in a Q. M. are union, strength 
and mutual aid, that they may thereby 
be better prepared to glorify God, ad- 
vance truth, and benefit the world. 

2. A church becomes a member of 
a Q. M. by presenting a written appli- 
cation for membership and receiving a 
vote of the Q. M. 

3. The church elects delegates to 
attend each session of the Q. M., and 
reports its religious State by letter, as 
required by the Constitution of the Q. 
M. to which the church befongs. The 
report containing the annual statistics 
is made to the first session of the Q. 
M. after the first Sabbath in April. 
See form of Beport, Ghap. VI. See. 
V. Art. 7, 
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Section VII. The Ministry. 

1. The pastoir of each church is ex- 
pected to become a member of the 
church of which he is pastor, un- 
less he should have the pastoral Charge 
of more than one church at the same 
time, in which case he should be a 
member of one of those churches, 

2. When a church obtains an evi- 
dence thatoneof theirmembers is call- 
ed of the Lord to preach the gospel, 
they request the Q. M. to examine him 
in relatiou to bis piety, qualifications, 
call to the ministry, and, if they judge 
expedient, to give him a license to 
preach. 

3. A church desiring the Ordination 
of one of theirmembjers who has been 
previously licensed, either request the 
Q, M. to send them a Council or select 
one themselves. The Council, on gain- 
ing evidence that his qualifications are 
such as the Scriptures require for the 
work of the ministry, ordain him by 
the imposition of hands with prayer, 
giving him a Charge and the righthand 
of fellowship. 
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4 When a minister of another de- 
noinination wishes to unite "vvith the 
Free-will Baptists, he makes bis re- 
quest to a church. If the church on 
examination are satisfied, they call a 
Council of ministers to sit with them 
for further examination ; and if he is 
approved bj the Council, he is admit- 
ted as a member of the church.* 

5. When a minister in good Stand- 
ing makes a request for a letter to 
unite with another denomination, the 
church call a Council of ministers, who 
in the presence of the church, inquire 
into the reasons for bis request ; and 
in case he still urges it, and bis Chris- 
tian character is good and bis doctrine 
is not heretical, the church give bim a 
letter of dismission. 

6. It is the duty of every church 
that engages the Services of a preacher^ , 
to give bim seasonable and suitäbl^,; 
compensation. ' '*' 



* In such cases, if the minister has been 
regularly ordainedby an evangelical denom- 
ination, usnally his Ordination is considered 
valid by Free-will Baptists. 
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7. No minister is considered a mem- 
ber of the denomination unless he is a 
member of some church. 

SeCTION Vin. DiSCIPLINE OF 
THE ChüECH. 

1. In all cases of private offence, 
that is, when one member is grieved 
with anotheron accountof some unchris- 
tian conduct which is not publicly 
known, it is the duty of the aggrieved 
party to pursue the directions given by 
our Lord in Mat. 18:15, &c. 

2. When a member commits a pub- 
lic transgression — openly, reproaches 
the cause of reHgion;j-«'iolates his 
covenant obligations, or when there 
are reports publicly circulated unfavor- 
able to the Christian character of any 
member, the church, lo which such 
member belongs, through a committee 
or otherwise, immediately calls the of- 
fender to an account, — examines the 
nature of the offence, or inquires into 
the character of the report, and if such 
member on being found guilty does not 
give satisfactory evidence of trtie pen- 
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itence, after suitable discipline, he is 
excluded from the church. 

3. When a minister or any other 
member coramits an offence in the vi- 
cinity of a church to which he does not 
belong, Said church gives notice to the 
church of which he is a member, and 
the labor is eommenced and ended in 
his own church. 

4. When a trial exists in a church 
witb a pastor or an ordained preacher, 
the church have the same right to dis- 
cipline him as they have to discipline 
a private member. But in all cases of 
discipline with a minister, in which his 
Christian or ministerial character is 
likely to be affected, and when the 
trial is likely to result in his exclusion 
from the church, a Council should be 
called to examine the case and give ad- 
vice before theaffairisfinally concluded. 

5. A minister who has been exclu- 
ded for licentiousness should never be 
restored to the ministry again. 

6. When a member declares his in- 
dependence of the church and refuses 
to submit to gospel discipline, suit- 
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able efforts to reclaim him being unsuc- 
cessful, he should be excluded for dis- 
orderly walk. 

7. In all difficnlt cases of discipline, 
a churcli has the right to call a Council, 
er to apply to the Q. M. of which it 
is a member for a Council, to assist them 
and give advice ; but no Council or Q. 
M. can reverse the decisions of a 
church, or compel them against their 
wishes to retain a minister or a mem- 
ber in the church. 

8. It is very desirable to have a 
unanimous vote in all the transactions 
of the church ; but when this cannot be 
obtained, the decisions, (except in the 
reception of members,) are made by a 
majority of the members present, and 
it is considered the duty of the minor- 
ity to submit ; or, if any considerable 
minoi'ity regard the doings of the ma- 
jority as unscriptural, and the majority 
refuse to call a mutual Council, the mi- 
nority may present their trial with said 
church to the Q. M. of which the 
church is a member, and the Q. M. can 
take such action as they think advisable. 



TBEK-WILIi BAPTIST CONKEXION. 21 

9. If a church neglecfc to exercise 
gospel discipline, oflfending members 
pass without admonition, and the com- 
plaints of the aggrieved are unheeded, 
those members who keej) their cove- 
nant may commence discipline with the 
church for violating their covenant Ob- 
ligation. If their efforts prove unsuc- 
cessful, they can present to the Q. M. 
a request for assistance. 

10. The minority of a church can- 
not consistently be approbated in with- 
drawing from the majority and forming 
a distinct Organization, without the con- 
sent and co-operation of the Q. M. to 
which the church belongs. 

11. When the majority of a church, 
connected with a Q. M. in regulär 
Standing in the denomination, comes to 
the conclusion to dissolve their con- 
nection with the Q. M., and conse- 
quently with the denomination, while at 
the same time a minority wish to adhere 
to their original Organization, and to 
retain and maintain thejr Standing as a 
Free-will Baptist church, it becomes 
the right and duty of such Q. M. to 
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recognize such minority by their re- 
quest, as the original church.* 



CHAPTER n. 

PARTEßLT MEETINGS. 

Section I. Organization. 

"When two oi* more churches, not 
being situated within Ihe limits of a Q. 
M., desire to associate in connection 
with the Free-will Baptist denomina- 
tion, they may make application to a 
Quarterly or Yearly Meeting for a 
Council, or they may select a Council, 
to meet with delegates from these 
churches, to consult upon the expedi- 
ency of organizing a Q. M. The Coun- 
cil, on being assembled with the dele- 
gates, make a faithful examination in 

* Note. During the time that an accusa- 
tion against a member is entertained by the 
church, such member is suspended from the 
Privileges of ofQciating as an officer, voting, 
or receiving the Lord's Snpper. 
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regard to the order, sentiments, prac- 
tice, fellowship and ability of these 
churches. If the examination prove 
satisfactorj and the Council are of the 
opinion that it will be for the interest 
of the cause of Christ to form these 
churches into a Q. M., they proeeed 
to organize as follows : 

1. A Constitution for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the Q. M. is pre- 
pared, presented and adopted by the 
delegates in behalf of the churches 
which they represent.* 

2. The delegates then arise and 
unite hands and agree in behalf of the 
churches to associate as a Q. M. for 
their mutual benefit, covenanting to 
govern themselves in all things agree- 
ably to the Holy Scriptures. 

3. One of the Council then giVes 
them the right band of fellowship ac- 



* This Constitution shonld be prepared by 
a Joint committee from all the churches which 
propose to unite in the Q. M., and be laid be- 
fore the several churches and approved by 
them previous to the meeting for the Organi- 
zation of the Q. M, 
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knowledging them as a Q. M. properly 
constituted according to the usages of 
the Free-will Baptist denomination. 

4. A consecrating prayer is then of- 
fered and a song of praise to the great 
Head of the Church. 

5. The Q. M. then proceeds to the 
choice of the officers which are speci- 
fied in the Constitution — the chairman 
of the Council presiding tili the officers 
are chosen. 

6. By a vote of the Q. M. the clerk 
is instructed to prepare a written re- 
quest for admission to membership into 
some Yearly Meeting in the Free-will 
Baptist connexion, and delegates are 
chosen to present the epistle to the 
Y. M * 

Section n. Business of the 
Q. M. 

1. At each session, after the meet- 



* Note. The Constitution of a Q. M. con- 
tains the name of the Q. M., specifies the 
officers. — the time for holding its sessions, 
and the number of delegates which each 
church shoald send to represent them in the 
Q.M. 
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ing is organized, the written reports 
and requests from the churches are re- 
ceived and read. New churches are 
reeeived into membership when appli- 
cations are made, and the examination 
is satisfactory.* Candidates fbr the 
ministry are examined for license and 
Ordination when requests are made by 
ihe churches. Councils are appointed 
as occasion requires. Ministers ai'e 
appointed occasionally, to visit and as- 
sist feeble churches. ßesolutions on 
moral and religious subjects are fre- 
quently discussed and adopted. 

2. At the Session next preceding 
the Session of the Y. M. to which the 
Q. M. belongs, delegates are chosen to 
attend the Y. M., and a letter, contain- 
ing the statisties of the Q. M. written 
by the clerk, is forwarded by the dele- 
gates to the Y. M. [See form of report 



* It is contrary to tlie nsages of our de- 
nomination for a Q- M. to receive a church 
which has been excluded from another Q. M. 
for heresy or disorderly walk, unless that 
chnrch first give satisfaction to the Q. M. 
from which it was excluded. 
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to Y. M. chap. VI. See. VI. Art. 3.] 

3. The Q. M. sessions, which are 
held once in three montlis, usually con- 
tinue three days. The business is gen- 
erally transacted on the first day in the 
Q. M. Conference, "which is composed 
of the delegates from the churches. 
The Conferences usually sit with open 
doors, and any brother has the priv- 
ilege to take part in the discussions ; 
none, however, vote except the dele- 
gates. The last two days are general- 
ly devoted to public worship. 

4. "When a church in good Standing 
requests a dismission to unite with an- 
other Q. M., or with another evangeli- 
cal denomination, a letter of dismission 
and recommendation is given. Also, 
when a number of churches in good 
Standing wish to be organized into a 
new Q. M., they are dismissed as 
above. 

But it is contrary to the usages of 
the denomination for any church to 
dissolve its connection with the Q. M. 
without the consent of said Q. M. 
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SeCTION III. DlSCIPLINE OF THE 

Q. M. 

1. A Q. M. cannot deprive a church 
of its independent form of government 
nor its rigbt to discipline its own mem- 
bers, nor labor witb individual mem- 
bers of churches as such ; but, as the 
church isa member of the Q. M., it has 
the right to labor with the church as a 
body, in case of unscriptural er disor- 
derly walk, and may determine wheth- 
er the church is worthy of its fellow- 
ship or not. 

2. "When a church neglects to report 
itself to the Q. M. for two or three 
terms in succession, the Q. M. inquires 
into the cause of the neglect, and if 
satisfactory reasons are not given, the 
church is admonished. 

3. When a church violates its cov- 
enant, becomes heretical, or eorrupt in 
practice, the Q. M., on being apprised 
of the fact, investigates the matter, and 
after suitable labor, if unsuccessful, 
withdraws fellowship. 

4. When a respectable minority of 
a Q. M. are grieved with the proceed- 
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ings of the majority, it is their privi- 
lege to present the cause of their grief 
to the Y. M. of which the Q. M. is a 
member, for redress. 



CHAPTER IIT. 

YSARLY MEETINGS. 
Sectios I. Organization. 

A Yearly Meeting is composed of 
two or raore Quarterly Meetings, as- 
sociated in the same manner as the 
churches are in the formation of Q. 
Ms. 

The method of organizing a Yearly 
Meeting is similar to that of a Quar- 
terly Meeting. A Council is called by 
the Quarterly Meetings which desire 
to unite in a Yearly Meeting. Dele- 
gates are chosen by the Q. Ms. to con- 
vene with the Council. The Council 
make a faithful examination in rela- 
tion to the Organization, condition, sen- 
timents, order, and fellowship of the Q. 
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M. A Constitution whicli has previ- 
ously been approved by each Q. M. is 
read and adopted by the delegates 
present on behalf of their respective 
Q. Ms. One of the Council gives the 
hand of fellowship to the delegates, 
thereby acknowledging the Q. Ms. 
which they represent, to be duly or- 
ganized into a Y. M. A consecrating 
prayer and a song of praise then fol- 
low. 

2. The chairman of the Council pre- 
siding, the Conference then proceed to 
the choice of the officers specified in 
the Constitution. 

3. By a vote of the Y. M. the clerk 
is instructed to prepare a written re- 
quest to the General Conference for 
admission into that body, which is for- 
warded by the delegates of that Y. M. 
to the next Session of the General 
Conference. 

Section n. Business of the 
Yeaklt Meeting. 

1. At each session of the Yeariy 
Meeting, letters containing reports of 
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the State of religion and the statistics 
of the Q. Ms. are received and read ; 
also, requests from the Q. Ms. for ad- 
vice, &c., are received and acted upon ; 
Councils and committees are appointed 
to assist in adjusting trials in Q. Ms. 
when necessary. New Q. Ms, are re- 
ceived when application is made and 
examination is satisfactory. ßesolu- 
tions on moral and religious subjects 
are discussed, and such general meas- 
iires adopted for the advancement of 
the benevolent enterprises, the spread 
of the gospel, and the promotion of 
Order and holiness among the church- 
es, as appear to be expedient. 

2. At each session next preceding a 
Session of the General Conference, dele- 
gates are chosen to represent the T. 
M. in Said Conference. At this session 
also, the clerk prepares a letter to the 
General Conference. [See form of 
letter to the General Conference, Chap. 
VI. See. VII.] 

3. The sessions of the Yearly Meet- 
ing usually continue three days, and 
are conducted in a inanner siiuilat to 
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Q. Ms. The Conference for business 
is composed of delegates from the Q. 
Ms. [See Ch. IL See. H. Art. 3.] 

4. When a Q. M. in good standing 
requests a letter to join another Y. M., 
a letter of dismission is given. But 
it is contrary tö the usages of the de- 
nominatioa for a Q. M. to dissolve its 
connection with the Y. M. without the 
consent of said Y. M. 

SeCTION III. DiSCIPLINE OF THE 

Y. M. 

1. Every Y. M. has the same right 
to discipline the Q. Ms. of which it is 
composed, as a Q. M. has to discipline 
the churches which belong to it, and 
for the same reasons. The Y. M. can- 
not reverse the decisions of a Q. M. 
nor labor with individual churches, but 
it can labor with the Q. M. as a body 
in case the Q. M. pursues an unscrip- 
tural or disorderly course. 

2. When a Q. M. neglects to report 
itself, or when it becomes heretical, or 
corrupt in practice, the Y. M. pursues 
the same course with it that a Q. M. 
does with a disorderly church. 

10 
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3. When a respectable minority pf 
a Y. M. are grievedwith the majority, 
it is their priviiege to present their 
complaint to the General Conference, 
with a request for assistance. 



CHAPTEß IV. 

GENERAL CONFERENCE. 

Section I. Design of the Gen- 
ebai- Conference. 

1. The General Conference is de- 
signed to comprise all the Yearly 
Meetings in the Free-will Baptist de- 
nomination in North America, and 
to complete the Organization of the 
connexion — to consolidate the body by 
hiarmonizing its different parts, keep- 
ing a common interest in view, and 
producing unity of sentiment and disci- 
pline — to concentrate its strength in the 
common cause of the Redeemer, and 
by a fraternal interchange. of.views 
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among its members, to promote a 
growtli in grace, and a knowledge of 
gospel truth. 

2. The General Conference sustains 
the same relation to the Y. Ms. as Y. 
Ms. do to the Q. Ms., or Q. Ms. to 
the churches of which they are com- 
posed. 

3. This body was organized in 1827* 
In 1841, it adopted the following Con- 
stitution and By-Laws, by which it is 
governed. 

Section II. Constitution and 
Bt-Laws or THE Genekal Con- 

PEKENCE. 

Article 1. This Conference shall be 
called the General Conference of the 
Free-will Baptist Connexion in North 
America ; and shall be composed of 
delegates chosen from Yearly Meet- 
ings of Said connexion, which Yearly 
Meetings shall have been recognized as 
such by the Conference in the manner 
mentioned in the 2d article of this 
Constitution. 

Art, 2. Any Yearly Meeting may 
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be received as a body into this Confer- 
ence by vote of three-fourths of the 
members present at any regulär Ses- 
sion. It shall be the duty of Xearly 
Meetings themselves to report by del- 
egation and letter to each Session of 
Conference, giving in their letters their 
statistics. 

Art. 3. Each Yearly Meeting be- 
longing to this Conference shall be en- 
titled to representation by one delegate ; 
and every Yearly Meeting, whose 
church communicants amount to one 
thousand five hundred, to two dele- 
gates, and one additional delegate to 
each additional thousand church mem- 
bers. 

Art. 4. The stated sessions of this 
Conference shall be held once in two 
years, to commence on the Ist Wed- 
nesday in Oct. at 10 o'clock, A. M., 
the place for each Session to be desig- 
nated by the Session next preceding, or 
by a committee appointed by such pre- 
ceding Session for that purpose. Extra 
sessions may be appointed, or the time 
between sessions lengthened, by a vote 
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of two thirds of the members present 
at any Session of Conference. 

Art. 0. The officers of this Confer- 
ence shall consist of a Standing clerk, 
who shall retain bis ofi&ce until he re- 
signs or another be chosen to fiU bis 
place — a moderator, assistant modera- 
tor, and assistant clerks, to be chosen 
at eacb session. Said officers to be 
chosen by ballot, or by nomination of 
a committee appointed for that pur- 
pose. 

Art. 6; It shall be the duty of the 
Standing clerk to keep a record of the 
doings of the Conference. It shall be 
the duty of the moderator to preside 
in the sessions of the Conference. It 
shall be the duty of the assistant of- 
ficers to perform the duties usually de- 
volving upon such officers. 

Art. 7. It shall be the duty of the 
Conference to receive and act upon 
Communications from the Yearly Meet- 
ings properly belpnging to this body — 
to exercise supervision over the Print- 
ing establishment, and to consult for 
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the interests of religion in tlie Free- 
will Baptist denomination. 

Art. 8. The Conference shall have 
the right to discipllne, and, if neces- 
sarj, exclude such Yearlv Meetings 
and other associations as may be con- 
nected with it ; but in no case shall it 
have power to reverse or change the 
decisions of churches, Quarterly or 
Yearly Meetings, or any other relig- 
ious bodies. 

Art. 9. This Conference may make 
such By-Lavvs and Eegulations, not 
repugnant to this Constitution, as it 
may deem necessary. 

Art. 10. This Constitution may be 
amended at any regulär Session of this 
Conference by vote of two thirds of 
the'members present, provided such 
amendment has been proposed at a 
previous Session, published in the 
Minutes of that Session, and appi'oved 
by at least three-fourths of the Y. Ms. 
belonging to the Conference. 

[The above instrument having been 
accepted by three-fourths of the Yearly 
Meetings, was acknowledged as the 
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Constitution of the General Conference 
of the Free- will Baptist eonnexion 
at the eleventh Session of that body, 
held in 1841.] 

ßY-LA¥S. 

Art. 1. Each Session of this Conference 
shall be called to order by the standing clerk 
when present, and in bis absence by the mem- 
ber having seniority of years. 

Art. 2. Each session and adjourned sitting 
of the Conference shall be opened and clos- 
ed by prayer. 

Art. 3. Twenty members shall be reqnirecl 
to constitute a quorura to transact any busi- 
ncss of this Conference. But any less num- 
ber maj adjourn from time to tiine. 

Art. 4. After the opening of each session 
of this Conference, a chairman shall be ap- 
pointed, and a committee of not less than 
three persons shall be chosen to cxamine cre- 
dentials for membership in the Conference. 
After the report of this committee and cn- 
rollment of members present, the Conference 
shall proceed to the election of moderator 
and to the transaction of other basiness. 

Art. 5. At each .session of this Confer- 
ence, standing committees shall be appointed 
on such subjecrs as the following: Printing 
Establishment— Education—SabbathSchoolg 
—Temperance—Ministry-Slavery— Missions 
— Correspondence-MoralEeform— andPope- 
ry. All petitions and commanications on 
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particalar sabjects shall be referred to their 
appropriate committees. Special committeea 
may be appointed at the pleasare of tbe 
Conference. 

Art. 6. This Conference may hold cor- 
respondence by messenger er otherwise with 
other religions bodies as it may deem advis- 
able. 

Art. 7. This Conference shall sit with open 
doors except when it may go into committee 
of the whole. 

Art. 8. Any person not a member of this 
Conference may be allowed to take part in 
its discnssions by obtaining permission of the 
Conference. 

Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the Standing 
Clerk to faruish each Session of the Confer- 
ence with a book of records containing the 
doings of its previous sessions. 

Art. 10. The Conference may commence 
and close its sessions at the time it shall de- 
termine at each Session. 

Art. 11. It shall be the dnty of all the 
members of this Conference to be present at 
the time appointed for each sitting, and any 
one wishing to retire while Conference is in 
sitting shall first obtain leave of the modera- 
tor. 

Art. 12. No member shall absent himself 
from Conference dnring its sessions withont 
first obtaioing permission from the Confer- 
ence. 

Art. 13. Every member wishing to speak 
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in Conference shall first address the modera- 
tor. 

Art. 14. No person shall be allowed to 
speak more than ten minntes at any one time, 
normore than twice on any subject, without 
leave of Conference. 

Art. 15. No debate shall be allowed on any 
motion except the same be submitted in writ- 
ing and seconded by a member of Confer- 
ence. 

Art. 16. No whispering shall be allowed 
dnring the sittings of Conference withont 
leave of the moderator ; bat all the members 
shall pay strict attention to the business of 
Conference. 

Art. 17. No person shall be allowed to 
nominate more than one member on any 
committee whatever, provided the brother 
nominated he elected. 

Art. 18. The yeas and nays may be taken 
on any qaestion before the Conference by re- 
qnest of one fifth of the members present. 

Art. 19. The Constitution andBy-Laws of 
this Conference shall be read at each session 
near its commencement. 



CHAPTER V. 

MINISTERS' CONFERENCES. 

These Conferences are composed of 
ministers in the same Quarterly or 
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Yearly Meeting wbo associate for mu- 
tual benefit, and the interests of Zion. 
Their meetings are held occasionally 
as circumstances require. 

1. The subjects which are generally 
discussed in these Conferences, are as 
foUows : 

(1) The best metbods for promoting 
the interests of pure religion. 

(2) The evils which exist among 
US. and the manner in whicb they 
should be removed. 

(3) The unity of the ministry in 
doctrine and discipline. 

(4) The State of Christian fellow- 
ship in the ministry. 

(5) The manner and the places in 
which the ministry may best employ 
tbeir tirae and devote their Services. 

(6) The meaning of certain passa- 
ges of Scripture. 

2. The members of these Confer- 
ences consider themselves under eacb 
other's particular care, and that it is 
their duty to watch over, admonish, 
rebuke, and exhort one another witb 
all long suffering aad diligence. 



PKBE-WHI, BAPTIST CONNEXION. 41 

3. If at any time a Conference as- 
certains a case of immoral conduct, or 
heresy of sentiment in any one of its 
members, it reports the same to the 
church of which he is a member. 

4. These Conferences are usually 
governed by such Constitution and By- 
Laws as the members are disposed to 
adopt, not repngnant to the general 
polity of the Free-will Baptist denom- 
ination. 



CHAPTER VI. 

FORMS. 

SectionL Confesston of Faith* 
AND Church Covenant. -^^ 

Article 1. Inspiration of the 
Scriptures. VVe believe that the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments are given by inspiration of 
God. 

* This confession of faith eontains a snm- 
mary of the doctrines of F. W. Baptists. Ev- 
ery church is of course at liberty to adopt the 
•whole, or such parts of it as they think 
best. 
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Art. 2. One God. We believe 
that there is one önly living and true 
God, the self-existent author of all be- 
ings, infinite in all bis attributes. 

Art. 3i One Savior. We believe 
that there is one mediator between 
God and man, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
"who, in his character as a Savior, pos- 
sessed a human nature which was truly 
man, and a divine nature which was 
truly God. 

Art. 4. The Holy Spirit. We be- 
lieve in the personality of the Holy 
Spirit, the reprover of the world, and 
the Comforter of the saints, who pos- 
sesses all the attributes of God. 

Art. 5. The Trinity. We believe 
that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
are one God; the same in essence, 
power and glory. 

Art. 6. Piirposes and Providences of 
God. We believe the purposes of God 
are eternal and immutable ; that He 
created all things for his own glory ; 
and that his providenee and govern- 
ment are universal, wise, and holy. 

Art. 7. Man's Original State and 
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FcHl. We believe that man was crea- 
ted pure and upright ; but, by their own 
transgression, our first parents feil from 
their original State of rectitude into a 
State of condemnation, and in conse- 
quence of their fall, their posterity in- 
herit propensities to evil — possess a 
camal mind, which is enmity against 
Gtod ; and that those propensities are 
strengthened by indulgence ; and none 
who come to years of discretion can 
enjoy God's favor or truly love God 
without regeneration, or a new heart, 
which is produced by Divine agency, 
Art. 8. The Atonement. We be- 
lieve that Christ by his sufferings and 
death has made an atonement for ev- 
ery individual of the human family 
without distinetion of persons, which 
atonement is as füll and as free for ev- 
ery one as for any one, and that through 
this atonement is the only way of sal- 
vation. 

Art. 9. Salvation hy Cfrace. We 
believe that no man can come unto 
Christ except the Father draw him by 
his Spult, and that no man can come 
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unto the Father but by Christ ; tLat 
the gift of the Holy Spirit and the 
atonement of Christ are entirely of 
grace — therefore, by grace are we sav- 
ed. 

Art. 10. Election. "We believe 
that God has not fixed the future State 
of maukind by any unconditional de- 
cree, but determined from all eternity to 
save those whom he foresaw wouldcom- 
ply with the conditions of salvation ; 
and that this is the only election to sal- 
vation which is taught in the Bible. 

Art. 11. Salvation practicable. We 
believe that God wills the salvation of 
all men, that the gospel invites all, that 
the Holy Spirit enables all to accept 
salvation, and that whosoever will 
may take the water of life freely. 

Art. 12. Freedom of the Will We 
believe that the will of man is free, ir- 
resistibly controlled by no other pow- 
er, it being a self-controUing power — 
that by tbe exercise of this faeulty, man 
yields to the motives which God places 
before him, seeks regenerating grace, 
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and secures eternal life, or rejects these 
motives and perishes. 

Art. 13. Gonditions of Salvation. 
We believe that repentance and active 
faith in Jesus Christ and bis atonement 
must be exercised by all those w ho 
have committed actual sins, in order to 
secure to them the benefits of that 
atonement, the regenerating influence 
of God's grace, and eternal life. 

Art. 14. Perseverance. We believe 
that only such believers as persevere 
in a life of holiness unto the end, will 
be eternally saved. 

Art. 15. The Sabbath. We believe 
that the Christian Sabbath is a divine 
Institution, and should be observed by 
abstaining from all sinful amusements 
and secular business, and devoted to 
the worship of God. 

Art. 16. Ordinances of the gospel, 
We believe that baptism or the Immer- 
sion of believers in water, and the sa- 
crament of the Lord'a supper, are or- 
dinances to be perpetuated in the church 
and administered to all true believers. 

Art. 17. The Resurrection andJudg- 
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ment. We believe in the second Coming 
of Christ to judge the world, when the 
dead will be raised, and the righteous 
received into eternal felicity, and the 
wicked banished eternally from the 
presence of God, into everlasting suf- 
fering. 

COVENANT: 

Sincerely believing that il is the 
duty of all who love our God and Sa- 
vior to unite with the visible church 
of Christ, and believing that we have 
earnestly sought and obtained the re- 
generating influences of divine grace 
through Jesus Christ, and having re- 
nounced the world and the things of 
the World, and having been buried with 
Christ in baptism, and having adopted 
the foregoing as our Confession of 
Faith, 

We do now solemniy covenant be- 
fore God, that we will strive by bis as- 
sisting grace to exemplify our confes- 
sion by a practice which shall corres- 
pond to all which we have above pro- 
fessed. And we dp now give our- 
selves publicly and renewedly to God, 
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to love and serve him tili death — andto 
Ms people, to live together with them 
in brotherly love and union. And we 
do solemnly covenant that we "will ex- 
ercise a mutual Christian care and 
watchfulness over each other, and will 
faithfully labor for the promotion of 
each other's Spiritual welfare by fer- 
vent prayer, faithful admonitions, and 
affectionate rebukes, if necessary— will 
endeavor to restore the erring in 
the spirit of meekness, and labor to- 
gether by prayer, precept, and exam- 
ple, for the salvation of sinners, 

"VVe do covenant that we will contrib- 
ute of our substance for the support of 
a faithful ministry among us, and for all 
other necessary means of grace,and will 
be benevolent to the needy, and espec 
ially to the poor of our own eharch, 
and we will, as far as we are able, attend 
upon the public worship of God and 
the stated meetings of the church, and 
will labor for its prosperity and up- 
building in the most holy faith ; and 
will not forsake it in adversity, bat 
will bear eact other's burdens and sc 
U 
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fulfil the law of Christ. We will con- 
Btantly maintain secret and family de- 
votion, and religiously instruct those 
under our care, and will cordially co- 
operate with tbose who minister to us 
in holy things, and will esteem them 
highly in love for their work's sake. 

We covenant that we will not traffic 
in, nor use intoxicating drinks, as a 
beverage, and that we will- sustain the 
other benevolent enterprises of the day, 
as Missions, Sabbath Schools, Moral 
Keform, Anti-Slavery, Education, and 
all others whicb, in the use of holy 
means, tend to the glory of God and 
the welfare of man. 

"We covenant andagree that we will 
love all those who love our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; that we will avoid all vain ex- 
travagance and sinful conformity to the 
World, and will abstain from all sinful 
amusements, as theatres, dances, gam- 
bling, and from all vain festivals ; and 
will refrain from all unchaste and pro- 
fane conversation, and from the read- 
ing of wicked and corrupting publica- 
tions. We will walk circumspectly 
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towards those "who are ■without, that 
the cause of God may not be reproach- 
ed on our acconnt. 

And may the God of peace sanctify 
US ivhclly, and preserve us blameless 
to the Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to join .the glorified around the throne 
of God, in ascribing blessing, and hon- 
or, and glory and power, unto him that 
sitteth on the throne, and unto the 
Lamb forever and ever. Amen. 

Section II. Letter of Dismiss- 

lON 

M ^N. H. 185—, 

This Ceetieies that 

is a regulär member of the 

Free-will Baptist church in 

in good Standing, and as such, 

we commend to the fellowship of 

God's people ; and when we are inform- 

ed that has united with some oth- 

er evangelical church, we shall consider 
— regularly dismissedfrom this church. 
In behalf of the Free-will Bap- 
tist church in . 

, Pastob. 

, Clerk, 
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Section III. Certificate of Li- 

CENSE. 

This certifies that the bear- 
er, , of the town of 



-, couaty of State 

of , being a member 

in good Standing of the ' Free- 

will Baptist church in said , 

has this day received license to preach 
the gospel fbr one year, and is hereby 
commended to the fellowship of the 
saints. 

In behalf of the Q. M. 

(Signed) , Clerk. 

(Date) 

Section IV. Certificate of Or- 
dination. 

This certifies that the bearer, 

, of the town of 

county of , State of ■ 



a regulär member of the 
Free-will Baptist church in said 
-, has this day been publicly 



set apart to the work of the ministry, 
by prayer and the imposition of hands, 
according to the usage of the Free-will 
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Baptist denomination, and is Lereby 
authorized to preach the gospel and 
administer its ordinances, wherever 
God in liis providence may call him. 



(Signed) \ [ Ordaining 

(Date) 

Section V. Epistle from a 

CHURCH TO A Q. M. 

A report from a church. to a Q. M. 
among other things usually embraces 
the foUowing : — 

1. An account of the State of relig- 
ion. 

2. The State of union in the church. 

3. The degree of interest in public 
and social meetings. 

4. The condition of the Sabbath 
school and the interest manifested in 
missions, and other benevolent enter- 
prises. 

5. Any request or petition from a 
church for a Council, the examination 
of a minister, or for the next Q. M., 
&c. 

6. Names of delegates. 
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The letter to the next Session of 
the Q. M. after the first Sabbath in 
April should contain the statistics of 
the church, as follows : — 

1. The nurabe.r of members added 
by baptism during the preceding year, 
ending on the first Sabbath in April. 
2. The number added by letter durinsj 
the same time. 3, The number dis- 
missed. 4. The number excluded, 
5. The number died. 6. The present 
number in good Standing. 7. The names 
of the ministers who are members of the 
church, and whether they are licensed 
or ordained. 

Section vi. Epistle fkom a Q. 
M. TO A T. M. 

A letter from a Q. M. to a Y. M. 
usually embraces the foUowing partic- 
ulars. 

1. The general State of i-eligion and 
accounts of revivals if any have occur- 
red during the preceding year. 

2. The State of the Sabbath schools 
in the churches of the Q. M. and the 
interest manifested in the great moral 
questions. 
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3. Statistics of the Q. M. in the fol- 



lowing form :* 
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4. The number of churches which 
have been added to the Q. M. during 
the preceding year, and the number 
which have been dismissed and exclu- 
ded from it. 

5. Names of the delegates to the Y. 
M. 

6. Questions, petitions and requests, 

* It is desirable that the annual statistics 
of the entire denomination should he made 
to the same date, that they may correspond. 
We would therefore earnestly recommend 
that all Statistical returns from year to year, 
for Q. Ms. and the Eegister, he computed to 
the second week in April. 

Committee of Revision. 
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Section Vn, Epistle from a 
T. M, To THB General Confer- 
ence. 

1. This epistle takes up in similar Or- 
der the same topics whieh are em- 
braced in the epistles to the smaller 
bodies, treating upon the changes which 
have taken place in the Y. M. since 
the preceding session of the General 
Conference, the statistics, embracing 
the alterations of the three years which 
have intervened between the second 
week in April of the year in which the 
preceding Conference was held, and the 
same date in the year in which the re- 
turns are made, in the following form : 
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2. To this report is added the number 
and names of the Q. Ms., the whole 
number of churches, members, Eiders 
and LicentJates in the Y. M. at tlie 
date of the last returns. If any Q. Ms. 
have been added, dismissed or exclu- 
ded, or lost their visibility, such fact 
is included in the report. 

3. Names of delegates to the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

Section VIII. Quarteelt Meet- 
ing Constitution. 

Article 1. This Quarterly Meeting 
shall be called the 

and shall be composed of such consis- 
tent, well regulated Free-will Baptist 
churches as shall unite in this compact, 
and agree to this Constitution. 

2. The acting members of the Con- 
ference of this Q. M. shall be such as 
are chosen by the several churches of 
ivhich the Q. M. is composed to repre- 
sent them in Q. M. Conference, every 
church being entitled to one delegate, 
every church containing fifty members 
to two delegates, and one additional 
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delegate for every additional twenty- 
iive members, 

3. The officers of this Q. M. shall 
be a Moderator, who shall be chosen at 
every quarterly Session, and a Clerk 
and a Treasurer, who shall be Standing 
officers of the Q. M., all of whom shall 
be expected to discharge such duties 
as usually devolve on such officers. 

4. Any regularly organized Free- 
will Baptist church, maintaining gospel 
Order, agreeing with the denominatioa 
in doctrines and practice, and in favor 
of the benevolent enterprises, as Sab- 
bath Schools, Missions, Temperance, 
Abolition of Slavery, Education, &c., 
may be re'ceived into this- Q. M. on ap- 
plication by a vote of the Conference 
to which such application is made or 
referred. 

5. This Q. M. shall have power to 
discipline its churches for unchristian 
conduct, a want of conformity to gos- 
pel Order, or a violation of the con- 
ditions of this compact, and expel them 
in case of unsuccessful labor ; to license 
and ordain as ministers such as give 
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evidence of being qualified and called 
of God, by request of churches to Avhich 
such persons belong, — to settle sucli 
questions of discipline and doctrine as 
ihe churches may refer to them, and 
transact such other business as may be 
necessary for the benefit of the cause 
of God, consistent with the liberty and 
independence of the churches — accord- 
ant with the usages of the Free-will 
Baptist denomination, and not repug- 
nant to the regulations of the Yearly 
Meeting with which this Q. M. may 
be connected, and to make any by-laws 
necessary to its regulation, not repug- 
nant to this Constitution. 

6. The sessions of this Q. M. shall 
be on the , 
when ifc shall be the duty of all the 
churches of which it is composed to 
represent themselves by letter and by 
delegates. 

7. This Constitution may be altered 
or amended by a vote of any session of 
the Q. M., notice of such intended alter- 
ation haviug been given at a previous 
Session of the Conference. 
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Section IX. . Yearlt Meeting 
Constitution. 

1. This Yearly Meeting shall be 
called the 

and shall be composed of such regular- 
ly organized and well disciplined Free- 
will Baptist Quarterly Meetings, con- 
veniently located, as may embody 
themselves under this Constitution. 

2. The Conference of this Yearly 
Meeting shall consist of delegates from 
the several Quarterly Meetings of 
which it is composed, every Q. M. be- 
ing entitled to one delegate, every Q. 
M. containing five hundred members 
to two delegates, and one additional 
delegate for every additional five hun- 
dred menabers. 

3. The officers of this Y. M. shall 
be a Standing Clerk and Treasurer ; — 
and a Moderator, to be chosen at every 
Session of the Y. M., with such assist- 
ants as may be found necessary. 

4. Any consistent, well organized 
and well regulated Free-will Baptist 
Quarterly Meeting, composed of such 
churches as conform to the usages and 
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adopt the doctrines of the Free-will 
Baptist denomination, as published in 
the Treatise on their Faitli and in the 
minutes of the sessions of the General 
Conference, and is in favor of all the 
benevolent enterprises in which the 
denomination are engaged, may at any 
time, on application, by a vote of this 
Y. M. become a member thereof. 

5. This Yearly Meeting shall have 
power to discipline the Quarterly Meet- 
ings of which it is composed, and to ex- 
clude them for disorderly walk, if labor 
proves unsuccessful ; but in no case to 
reverse their decisions nor interfere 
with any of their internal regula- 
tions. 

6. The sessions of this Yearly Meet- 
ing shall be held on 

, at which time it shall be 
the duty of the Quarterly Meetings of 
which the Y. M. is composed to repre- 
sent themselves by delegates, and re- 
port their standing and prospects and 
statistics by letter : and at which time 
the Yearly Meeting shall act upon such 
questions and topics as may be refer- 
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red to them by their respective Quar- 
terly Meetings, and transact such other 
business, not repugnant to tbis constilu- 
tion nor to the usages oi" tlie denomina- 
tion, as in their judgment mayforward 
the cause of Christ and the interests of 
the churches and Q. Ms. within the 
limits of the Y. M. 

7. This Y, M. shall have power to 
adopt any regulations or by-laws, not 
inconsistent with this Constitution, 
which may be deemed essential to the 
farther regulation of its sessions. 

8. This Constitution may be ahered 
or amended by a vote of the Y. M. at 
any Session, notice of such intended 
alteration having been duly given and 
recorded at any previous Session. 
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